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Annotation This article explores the formation features of proper nouns in English and Uzbek 

languages. Through a comparative analysis, it reveals both universal linguistic 

tendencies and unique, culture-specific characteristics. The study focuses on the 

structural-semantic features of proper nouns, their role in preserving cultural 

heritage, and their dynamic transformation within each language system. The 

findings highlight significant differences in their morphological and lexical 

formation, reflecting distinct cultural and social values. The primary objective of this 

research is to investigate the structural-morphological and lexico-semantic features 

of proper nouns. The study shows that while proper nouns in English are primarily 

distinguished by capitalization and a relatively simple, unchanging morphological 

structure, they are formed in the Uzbek language with the help of affixes, conveying 

grammatical meanings through a rich system of suffixes. The analysis also examines 

the widespread tendency in English to form proper nouns from occupations and 

place names ("Smith," "London"), while in Uzbek, names often reflect nature, virtues, 

and familial ties (such as the father's name or honorific suffixes like "-jon"). The 

findings confirm that proper nouns are not merely grammatical units but also 

instruments that reflect cultural heritage and social values. The results of the analysis 

indicate that the differences between these two languages are directly linked to their 

distinct linguistic structures and socio-cultural development. In conclusion, this study 

provides a scientific basis for how each language demonstrates its uniqueness 

through its specific method of naming the world. 
  

Keywords  Borrowed proper nouns, English, Uzbek, onomastics, cultural identity, globalization, 

linguistic borrowing, comparative linguistics 
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Аннотация В данной статье рассматриваются особенности образования имен 

собственных в английском и узбекском языках. Посредством сравнительного 

анализа выявляются как универсальные лингвистические тенденции, так и 

уникальные, культурно-специфические характеристики. Исследование 

сосредоточено на структурно-семантических особенностях имен 

собственных, их роли в сохранении культурного наследия и их динамической 

трансформации в рамках каждой языковой системы. Результаты 

исследования выявляют существенные различия в их морфологическом и 

лексическом формировании, отражающие различные культурные и 

социальные ценности. Основной целью данного исследования является 
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изучение структурно-морфологических и лексико-семантических 

особенностей имен собственных. Исследование показывает, что в то время 

как имена собственные в английском языке в первую очередь отличаются 

заглавными буквами и относительно простой, неизменяемой 

морфологической структурой, в узбекском языке они образуются с помощью 

аффиксов, передающих грамматические значения через богатую систему 

суффиксов. В анализе также рассматривается широко распространенная в 

английском языке тенденция образовывать имена собственные от 

профессий и географических названий ("Смит", "Лондон"), в то время как в 

узбекском языке имена часто отражают характер, добродетели и семейные 

узы (например, имя отца или почетные суффиксы, такие как "-джон"). 

Результаты исследования подтверждают, что имена собственные 

являются не просто грамматическими единицами, но и инструментами, 

отражающими культурное наследие и социальные ценности. Результаты 

анализа показывают, что различия между этими двумя языками напрямую 

связаны с их различными языковыми структурами и социокультурным 

развитием. В заключение, это исследование дает научное обоснование того, 

как каждый язык демонстрирует свою уникальность посредством своего 

особого способа обозначения мира. 
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ономастика, культурная идентичность, глобализация, лингвистическое 
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Annotatsiya Ushbu maqolada ingliz va o‘zbek tillarida atoqli otlarning shakllanish xususiyatlari 

o‘rganilgan. Qiyosiy tahlil orqali u universal lingvistik tendentsiyalarni ham, o‘ziga 

xos, madaniyatga xos xususiyatlarni ham ochib beradi. Tadqiqotda atoqli otlarning 

tarkibiy-semantik xususiyatlari, ularning madaniy merosni saqlashdagi roli va har 

bir til tizimidagi dinamik o‘zgarishiga e'tibor qaratilgan. Topilmalar ularning 

morfologik va leksik shakllanishidagi sezilarli farqlarni ta'kidlab, alohida madaniy 

va ijtimoiy qadriyatlarni aks ettiradi. Ushbu tadqiqotning asosiy maqsadi otlarning 

tarkibiy-morfologik va leksik-semantik xususiyatlarini o‘rganishdir. Tadqiqot shuni 

ko‘rsatadiki, ingliz tilidagi atoqli otlar birinchi navbatda bosh harf va nisbatan sodda, 

o‘zgarmas morfologik tuzilishi bilan ajralib tursa-da, ular o‘zbek tilida affikslar 

yordamida shakllanib, grammatik ma'nolarni boy qo‘shimchalar tizimi orqali 

etkazadi. Tahlilda ingliz tilida kasb va joy nomlaridan ("Smit", "London") atoqli 

otlarni hosil qilish tendentsiyasi keng tarqalgan bo‘lsa, o‘zbek tilida ismlar ko‘pincha 

tabiat, fazilatlar va oilaviy aloqalarni aks ettiradi (masalan, otaning ismi yoki "-

jon"kabi sharafli qo‘shimchalar). Topilmalar xususiy ismlar nafaqat grammatik 

birliklar, balki madaniy meros va ijtimoiy qadriyatlarni aks ettiruvchi vositalar 

ekanligini tasdiqlaydi. Tahlil natijalari shuni ko‘rsatadiki, bu ikki til o‘rtasidagi farqlar 
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ularning alohida lingvistik tuzilmalari va ijtimoiy-madaniy rivojlanishi bilan bevosita 

bog'liqdir. Xulosa qilib aytganda, ushbu tadqiqot har bir tilning o‘ziga xosligini 

dunyoni nomlashning o‘ziga xos usuli orqali qanday namoyish etishiga ilmiy asos 

yaratadi. 
  

Kalit so‘zlar O‘zlashgan atoqli otlar, ingliz tili, o‘zbek tili, onomastika, madaniy o‘zlik, 

globallashuv, til o‘zlashuvi, qiyosiy tilshunoslik 

 

  

 

Introduction 

Proper nouns are a fascinating category 

of words that distinguish specific entities,        

such as people, places, and organizations,         

from general ones. While they serve a similar 

function in all languages, their formation and 

usage are deeply intertwined with a language's 

grammatical structure and a culture's social 

norms. This article examines these features by 

comparing the English and Uzbek language 

systems.   

Structural-Grammatical Features 

Capitalization: The most prominent 

feature of English proper nouns is 

capitalization. This is a simple yet effective way 

to visually distinguish them from common 

nouns (e.g., John vs. man, London vs. city).   

Minimal Morphological Change: English 

proper nouns typically do not undergo 

significant morphological changes. They 

remain relatively stable in form regardless of 

their grammatical function in a sentence. For 

example, the name "John" doesn't change 

when it's a subject or an object. 

Lexicalization: Many English proper 

nouns are formed from common nouns or         

even verbs through a process called 

commonization. For example, a "sandwich" 

comes from the name of the Earl of Sandwich, 

and a "hoover" (meaning a vacuum cleaner) 

comes from the brand name. This 

demonstrates a flexible and dynamic process of 

word formation. 

Uzbek Proper Nouns 

Affixation and Case System: Unlike 

English, Uzbek is an agglutinative language, 

meaning it uses a rich system of suffixes to 

express grammatical relationships. Proper 

nouns in Uzbek follow this same principle. They 

take suffixes to indicate case (-ning, -ga, -dan), 

number (-lar), and possession. 

Patronymics and Honorifics: A key 

cultural difference is the use of patronymics 

and honorifics. In Uzbek culture, names often 

reflect familial lineage and respect for elders. 

Patronymics are formed by adding suffixes like 

"-ovich" or "-qizi" to the father's name. 

Additionally, suffixes can be used to show 

respect or affection, like "-jon" (e.g., Azizjon). 

Linguocultural and Semantic Aspects 

The formation of proper nouns is not just 

a grammatical process; it's a reflection of a 

society's values and history. 

English: English names often have diverse 

origins due to historical events like invasions 

and colonization, with roots in Latin, Greek, 

French, and Germanic languages. The 

formation of many English proper nouns, 

especially surnames, is often based on 

occupations (Smith, Baker), places (York, 

London), or patronyms (Johnson, MacDonald). 

This reflects a history of individualistic and 

professional identity. 

Uzbek: The formation of proper nouns in 

Uzbek is deeply rooted in local traditions, 

folklore, and nature. Many names have 

meanings related to nature (Gulchehra - 

"flower-faced," Toshkent - "stone city"), 

historical figures, or virtues. The emphasis on 

patronymics and surnames derived from tribal 

affiliations highlights a strong collectivist and 

familial approach to identity. 
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Literature analysis and methods 

The study of proper noun formation has 

been a subject of interest in both English and 

Turkic linguistics. Proper nouns, as a key 

grammatical category, are crucial for 

identifying specific entities and understanding 

naming conventions across languages. 

In English linguistics, scholars like Quirk 

et al. (1985) and Huddleston & Pullum (2002) 

have extensively analyzed the structure and use 

of proper nouns, emphasizing their syntactic 

behavior, capitalization rules, and semantic 

uniqueness. Proper nouns in English are 

typically formed through borrowing, 

compounding (e.g., New York), and eponymy 

(e.g., Sandwich from Earl of Sandwich).           

Crystal (2010) also highlights the influence of 

culture, religion, and globalization on English 

naming conventions. 

In Uzbek linguistic studies, researchers 

such as Suyunov (2001), Mamatov (2007),          

and Yo‘ldoshev (2012) have examined the 

morphological and semantic aspects of         

proper noun formation. Uzbek, as an 

agglutinative language, relies heavily on 

suffixation (e.g., Toshkentlik), compounding 

(e.g., Qoraqalpog‘iston Respublikasi), and 

historical-cultural references, especially from 

Islamic, Persian, and Turkic traditions. The 

influence of socio-political changes (e.g.,          

Soviet and post-Soviet periods) has also led to 

shifts in naming patterns. Comparative studies 

between English and Uzbek are still limited, but 

existing works (e.g., Ergashev, 2015; Jalilova, 

2019) suggest that the typological differences 

between analytic and agglutinative languages 

significantly affect how proper nouns are 

constructed and perceived. This study aims to 

build on existing literature by providing a 

comparative and contrastive perspective on the 

morphological and semantic formation of 

proper nouns in both languages. 

Methodology 

This research employs a comparative-

contrastive linguistic method to analyze the 

formation of proper nouns in English and 

Uzbek. The study is qualitative in nature, 

focusing on descriptive analysis supported by 

examples from authentic language sources. 

Data Collection 

Primary sources: Dictionaries, grammars 

(e.g., Oxford English Grammar, O‘zbek tili 

grammatikasi), and official naming documents 

(e.g., geographical and institutional names). 

Secondary sources: Academic articles, 

linguistic studies, and corpora analysis. 

Examples were drawn from: 

• English news outlets (e.g., BBC, The 

Guardian); 

• Uzbek media and literature; 

• Language databases and encyclopedias. 

2. Analytical Framework 

Morphological Analysis: Focused on the 

word-formation processes such as derivation, 

compounding, conversion, and affixation in 

both languages. 

Semantic Analysis: Examined the 

meaning and referential function of proper 

nouns. 

Sociolinguistic Analysis: Considered the 

influence of religion, history, and culture in 

naming practices. 

3. Comparative Parameters 

• Word-formation strategies; 

• Capitalization and orthographic 

norms; 

• Typological features (analytic vs 

agglutinative); 

• Cultural and historical influences; 

• Borrowing and localization of foreign 

names. 

Conclusion 

The comparative analysis reveals that 

while English and Uzbek proper nouns fulfill the 

same core function, their formation is governed 

by different linguistic and cultural rules. English 

proper nouns are characterized by their 

capitalization and morphological simplicity, 

allowing for greater adaptability in a global 

context. In contrast, Uzbek proper nouns are 

structurally more complex, employing suffixes 

to convey grammatical and social meaning, and 

their formation is deeply tied to a rich cultural 

heritage. This comparative analysis of proper 
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noun formation in English and Uzbek has 

revealed significant differences and some 

notable similarities shaped by the structural, 

morphological, and cultural frameworks of 

each language. 

English, as an analytic language, primarily 

forms proper nouns through compounding, 

conversion, and borrowing, with less reliance 

on affixation. Proper nouns in English often 

maintain their form regardless of grammatical 

function, and capitalization plays a central        

role in distinguishing them from common 

nouns. Cultural elements such as religion, 

colonial history, and globalization have a 

strong influence on English naming 

conventions. 

In contrast, Uzbek, as an agglutinative 

language, uses a rich system of suffixation and 

morphological derivation in the formation of 

proper nouns. Proper nouns are often modified 

with grammatical case endings and can      

include honorifics, descriptive elements, and 

geographic or historical references. The cultural 

and religious context – particularly the Turkic, 

Persian, and Islamic influences – play a major 

role in Uzbek naming traditions. 

Despite the differences in typology and 

linguistic processes, both languages treat 

proper nouns as crucial linguistic units for 

identifying unique entities. They are both 

governed by clear grammatical and 

orthographic rules and are deeply rooted in the 

cultural and historical identity of their 

respective speakers. 

Ultimately, this study contributes to the 

broader understanding of cross-linguistic 

variation in proper noun formation and offers 

insights for fields such as comparative 

linguistics, translation studies, and language 

teaching. 
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