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Annotation This article investigates the linguistic phenomenon of retronyms, focusing on their

structural, semantic, and functional characteristics in modern language. Retronyms
emerge as a response to social, technological, and cultural changes that introduce
new concepts, creating a need to clarify previously established terms. They are
typically formed by adding specifying components to existing lexical units, which
allows for semantic differentiation and reduces communicative ambiguity.
Retronyms preserve the original label while distinguishing new referents, illustrating
the dynamic and adaptive nature of language. The study emphasizes their role in
maintaining lexical stability, enhancing semantic precision, and supporting effective
communication. By reflecting the interaction between language and evolving
societal, cultural, and technological contexts, retronyms act as a mechanism of
linguistic innovation. They demonstrate how language self-regulates, adapts to new
realities, and ensures clarity and comprehensibility in both spoken and written
communication. Overall, retronyms are shown to be an essential tool for semantic
clarification and communicative efficiency in contemporary linguistic systems.

Keywords Retronymy, retronym, semantic differentiation, primary nomination, secondary
nomination, lexical stability, communicative clarity, language and culture
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obecneueHus KOMMYHUKaTUBHOU TawkeHmckuu 2ocydapcmeeHHsll
ACHOCTMN YyHuUsepcumem y36ekck020 A3bIKa U
Jumepamypel umeHu Aiuwepa Hasou

AHHOTauuA B cmamee paccmampusaemcsa JUH28UCMUYECKOE s8/IeEHUE pempoHUMOS, C

aKyeHmMoM Ha Ux CmpykmypHele, ceMaHmuyeckue U @yHKYUOHA/IbHbIE
ocobeHHOCMU 8 Co8peMeHHOM s3bike. PempoHUMbI 803HUKGOM 8 omeem Ha
coyuasbHele, mexHoso2u4deckue U KybmypHsle U3MeHeHUs, Komopble Npugoodsim K
Nosig/IeHU HOBbIX NOHAMUU U co30arm HeobxoOUMOCMb YyMOYHEHUS paHee
cywjecmeosaswiux mepmuHos. OHu  gopmupyromcs nymem  dobasneHus
YMOYHSAIOWUX KOMNOHEHMO8 K yxe CyuecmsyrowumM seKkcudeckum eouHuyam,
4Ymo no3eo/isem npoeodUMb ceMaHmuyeckyro ouggepeHyUAYUO U yMeHbuaem
KOMMYHUKaMUBHYH HEO0OHO3HA4YHOCMb. PempoHUMbI  COXPaHSmM  UCXOOHoe
HaseaHue, 0OHOBpPeMeHHO 8blde/iis HoBble 0b6bekmebl, 4Ymo ompaxaem
OUHamuy4Hyro u adanmusHyro npupody s3vika. VliccredosaHue nodyepkusaem ux
poJ1b 8 N0OOepXaHuu aekcudeckoli cmabuibHOCMU, NoBbILEHUU CeMaHmMuYeckoul
moyHocmu U obecnedyeHuu  3gpgpekmusHol  KoMMyHukayuu. Ompaxas
g3aumodelicmeue A3blkd C MEHSUWUMUCS COYUAIbHbIMU, KyJbMmypHeIMU U
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MexHo/102U4eCckUMU KOHMeKCMamu, pempoHUMbl 8bICMyNnarom Kaxk MexaHu3m
uHesuCcmMuYeckux — uHHosayul.  OHuU  OeMOHCMpupyrom,  Kak  f3blK
camopezynupyemcs, adanmupyemcs K HogbIM peaiusim u obecneyusaem sicHOCMb
U NOHAMHOCMb KAk 8 yCmHOU, mak u 8 nuceMeHHOU peyu. B yesnom, pempoHuMsl
paccmMampuearomcsa Kak 8axHsll UHCMPYMeHmM CeMaHmu4yecko2o YmoYyHeHUs u
nosbIeHUs KOMMYHUKamMueHoU 3¢gekmusHOCMU 8 COBPeMEeHHbIX A3bIKO8bIX

cucmemax.
KnroueBble PempoHumus, pempoHuM, cemaHmuyeckas ougbgepeHyuayus, nepeuyHas
cnoBa HOMUHAYUs, ~ 8MOpPUYHAS  HOMUHAuus,  Jlekcudeckas — cmabu/ibHOCMe,

KOMMYHUKaMUBHAsA ACHOCMb, A3bIK U Ky/lbmypa

Retronimlarning lisoniy tabiati va Amirqulov Dilshod Toshtemirovich
kommunikativ aniqlikni ta’'minlash adilshod9007@gmatl.com

. . O‘qituvchi,
mexanizmlari Alisher Navoly nomidagi Toshkent davlat

o'zbek tili va adabiyoti universiteti

Annotatsiya Ushbu magqgolada retronymlar fenomeni, ularning zamonaviy tilning struktural,
semantik va funksional xususiyatlari tahlil gilinadi. Retronymlar ijtimoiy, texnologik
va madaniy o’zgarishlarga javoban yuzaga kelad., bu esa yangi tushunchalar paydo
bo'lishini va ilgari mavjud bo’lgan atamalarni aniqlashtirish zaruratini keltirib
chigaradi. Ular odatda mavjud leksik birliklarga aniglovchi komponent go'shish
orqali shakllanadi, bu esa semantik farqlanishni ta’'minlaydi va kommunikativ
noaniqlikni kamaytiradi. Retronymlar asl nomni saqlab goladi, shu bilan birga yangi
obyektlarni ajratib ko'rsatadi, bu tilning dinamik va moslashuvchan tabiatini ochib
beradi. Tadqiqot ularning leksik barqarorlikni saglash, semantik aniqlikni oshirish va
samarali kommunikatsiyani ta’'minlashdagi rolini ko’rsatadi. Retronymlar til va
jamiyatning o’zgaruvchi madaniy, texnologik va ijtimoly kontekstlari o’rtasidagi
o’zaro alogani aks ettirib, lingvistik innovatsiya mexanizmi sifatida faoliyat yuritad..
Ular tilning o’zini tartibga solish, yangi realiyalarga moslashish va og’zaki hamda
yozma nutqda tushunarlilikni ta'minlash qgobiliyatini namoyon qiladi. Shunday qilib,
retronymlar zamonaviy til tizimlarida semantik aniqlik va kommunikativ
samaradorlikni oshirish uchun muhim vosita hisoblanadi.

Kalit so’zlar Retronimiya, retronim, semantik differensiasiya, birlamchi nominatsiya, ikkilamchi
nominatsiya, leksik barqarorlik, kommunikativ aniqlik, til va madaniyat

In the process of language development, need is referred to as retronymy. This
changes in social life, technology, and culture phenomenon serves to eliminate
lead to the emergence of new concepts. Within communicative ambiguity by narrowing or
this process, previously existing concepts often specifying the semantic field of an existing term
require clarification in light of new realities. The In the scholarly literature, the concept of
linguistic phenomenon that arises from this retronymy began to take shape as a distinct
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term in the second half of the 20th century.
Although this phenomenon existed in the

history of language earlier, its scientific
naming and independent study occurred
relatively late (Tunley, 2022). In foreign

linguistics, this process is evaluated as an
important indicator revealing the dynamic
nature of language.

The term “retronym” is structurally
composed of the components “retro” and
“onym,” reflecting the temporal restructuring
of naming. Initially used in journalistic
discourse, the term quickly entered academic
usage and became one of the key concepts in
lexicology and theories of nomination
(Retronym, Wikipedia, 2022). Particularly in
English linguistics, this term has been actively
employed to explain lexical processes related
to new technologies and cultural changes.

In foreign studies, retronymy is often
interpreted in connection with secondary
nomination, semantic differentiation, and
neologization processes. Researchers highlight
this phenomenon as a vivid example of
language’s adaptability to external factors, i.e.,
linguistic adaptation (Hamilton et al., 2016). In
this sense, retronyms not only reflect the
emergence of new words but also demonstrate
the functional reassignment of existing lexical
units.

The emergence of retronyms in the
linguistic system is not random; it is closely
linked to significant changes in social life.
Primarily, social and technological
development acts as the main factor
influencing the formation of such units. The
introduction of a new object, event, or concept
often renders a previously singular nominative
unit applicable to multiple referents. In this
context, language is compelled to clarify the

existing term to ensure communicative
precision.

The formation of retronyms in foreign
linguistics is  frequently  explained by

technological innovations. For instance, the
development of digital technologies has
enriched many previously general terms with
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new distinguishing components. This process
is interpreted as language’s adaptation to
external factors, i.e, the influence of
extralinguistic factors on the linguistic system
(Xolmonova, 2023). In such cases, retronyms
clearly manifest the reciprocal relationship
between language and society.

Another significant factor contributing to
the emergence of retronyms is cultural and
historical change. A concept central in a
particular period may become peripheral over
time or lose its original prominence in the
context of new cultural phenomena.
Consequently, additional markers are required
to distinguish the old concept from new ones.
This activates the renaming mechanism within
the linguistic system (Antonova, 2015).

From the perspective of linguistic
mechanisms, retronyms are primarily formed
by adding a specifying component. In this
process, the original lexical unit retains its core
meaning while being semantically augmented
with an attributive element. This attribute may
relate to the technical characteristics, temporal
reference, or functional features of the object.
The process achieves semantic differentiation
and ensures precise meaning.

Contextual factors also play a crucial role
in retronymy. Initially, the distinction may be
understood only within a specific context, but
over time it stabilizes in the linguistic system,
becoming a conventional lexical unit. Although
this might appear to contradict the principle of
linguistic economy, it demonstrates the
primacy of communicative needs: language
resolves ambiguity even at the cost of creating
additional units

Foreign scholars consider the emergence
of retronyms as a natural outcome of
secondary  nomination  processes.  This
perspective underscores that language is a
dynamic system, wherein existing units are
functionally reassigned in response to new
conditions (Hamilton et al., 2016). Retronyms
thus represent a unique form of linguistic
innovation and a mechanism for self-regulation
within the language.
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Retronyms occupy a significant place in
the renaming system because they create
clarity by adapting existing objects or events to
new contexts. In linguistics, retronyms are often
associated with primary and secondary
nomination. Primary nomination refers to the
process of naming a new object or concept
with its initial label, while secondary
nomination involves providing an existing
object with a new, specifying name to
distinguish it from something new or
previously emerging.

For example, in English, the term “vinyl
record player” emerged after the introduction
of digital music players to differentiate the
previous type. In this way, retronyms perform
two functions within the linguistic system: they
preserve the existing name while facilitating
distinction between new referents (List of
retronyms, Wikipedia, 2026).

Retronyms also reinforce structural
interconnections within the language by
providing additional specificity. They frequently
appear as compound words or phrases, which
supports the stability of the nominal system.
Examples include “corded telephone” and
“mechanical watch,” terms introduced
alongside new technologies to distinguish
previous units without altering the original
name.

Thus, retronyms operate on a dual level
within the renaming system: they preserve the
prior label while using the new term to
differentiate  referents, reinforcing both
semantic and communicative stability in the
language.

The structural-semantic characteristics of
retronyms focus on their formation and
semantic composition. Linguistic studies often
find retronyms emerging as compound or
coordinated units. The first component
denotes the primary object, while the second
serves a specifying or differentiating function.
Examples in English include “LED clock™ or
“hand-crank sewing machine,” which retain
the core concept while being semantically
enriched to fit new contexts.
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Structurally, retronyms often appear as
compounds, though their semantic
composition can be complex. They
simultaneously maintain the original name and
provide a new designation for distinction.
Retronyms thus link previous and current states
of the named referent at the semantic level,
enhancing communicative clarity (Xydopoulos
& Lazana, 2014).

Foreign linguists, including Lehrer and
Finegan, analyze retronyms as mechanisms for
stable semantic change. According to their
perspective, retronyms perform a dual function
in the lexical structure: preserving the original
label while ensuring new identification. They
also form morphologically and syntactically
stable units, reinforcing semantic cohesion
within the nominal system.

Consequently, the structural-semantic
features of retronyms highlight their
importance in the processes of renaming and
differentiation. By combining elements of
primary and secondary nomination, they
ensure the precision and stability of lexical
units.

The historical development and cross-
linguistic study of retronyms, though a
relatively new direction in linguistics, has been
accumulating since the second half of the 20th
century. Linguists view retronyms as a process
of adapting previous naming systems to new
contexts. In English, researchers such as
Leonard Bloomfield and P. Fromkin analyzed
this process within the scope of semantic
change, considering retronyms as lexical units
emerging from technological or cultural
innovations.

In the foreign literature, retronyms have
often been investigated from several
perspectives. Lehrer and Finegan explored the
morphological and semantic characteristics of
English retronyms and their communicative
functions. Similarly, in European languages
such as German and French, retronyms have
been studied as a mechanism of lexical system
renaming.  German  linguists  interpret
retronyms using the concept
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“Riickbezeichnung,” examining their
connection to social and technological factors.

In Uzbek linguistics, retronyms are a
relatively new subject, mainly examined in the
context of lexical and semantic change.
Researchers such as A. Xolmonova and
Sh. Qodirov have studied the formation of
retronyms in word combinations, their
connection to compound units, and their
communicative significance. Examples include
“paper map” and “desktop lamp,” which
retain  previous names while allowing
differentiation when new technologies emerge
(Xolmonova, 2023).

Thus, the historical development and
cross-linguistic investigation of retronyms
demonstrate their role in reflecting semantic
changes in the linguistic system. Both foreign
and Uzbek sources evaluate retronyms as a
mechanism for preserving previous naming
while clarifying new contexts.

In contemporary language processes, the
functional and communicative significance of
retronyms plays an important role in ensuring
linguistic stability and clarity. Retronyms help
distinguish objects and concepts that have
emerged due to new technologies, cultural
changes, or social trends from earlier
designations. Examples in English include
“magazine subscription” and “hybrid car,”
which facilitate identification and
comprehension of referents in new contexts.

Linguists such as Fromkin and Rodman
assess retronyms as a communicative
mechanism that enhances intelligibility and
adapts to context. Lehrer and Finegan,
analyzing the functional role of retronyms, note
that they enrich the nominal system
semantically, maintain lexical precision, and
simplify decision-making in speech production.

The use of retronyms is also evident in
modern journalistic and academic texts.
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Scientific articles, for instance, employ terms
such as “AM radio signal” and “hand-
cranked coffee grinder” to differentiate
previous methods in light of technological
innovations (Xolmonova, 2023). Retronyms
thus preserve lexical and semantic stability
while fulfilling a communicative function: they
enable listeners or readers to understand the
topic quickly and accurately.

In Uzbek as well, retronyms are actively
used in contemporary speech. Units such as
“printed book” and “office telephone” serve
important functions in distinguishing previous
referents following the emergence of new
digital tools. Retronyms enrich the lexical and
semantic layers of the language, enhance
communicative effectiveness, and facilitate
adaptation to social and cultural changes in
linguistic processes.

Retronyms are regarded as an important
linguistic phenomenon reflecting the dynamic
and adaptive nature of language. Their
linguistic character manifests in narrowing the
semantic field of existing lexical units, adapting
them to new contexts, and ensuring
communicative clarity. Retronyms not only
serve to identify objects and concepts
emerging in new technological and cultural
contexts but also enable the functional
reassignment of existing names as part of the
language’s self-regulatory mechanism. In this
regard, retronyms form morphologically,
syntactically, and semantically stable units,
reinforcing interconnection and stability within
the nominal system. Their role in primary and
secondary nomination processes provides a
key tool for identifying new contexts and
studying lexical innovations. Consequently,
retronyms enrich the lexical and
communicative layers of language while
enhancing intelligibility and communicative
efficiency in speech.
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