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Annotation Reading comprehension is a critical skill that enables learners to comprehend,
interpret, and analyze written materials. However, many middle school students
struggle to understand complex literature. This article investigates the role of
formative assessment procedures in enhancing reading comprehension among 8th-
grade students. Formative assessment monitors students' learning during the
teaching process and provides feedback to help them improve their comprehension.
The study investigates at numerous formative assessment procedures used in the
classroom, such as teacher feedback, questioning strategies, peer assessment, and
self-assessment. These techniques enable pupils to think critically about what they
read and become more engaged in the learning process. The study was undertaken
with 8th-grade students to evaluate how different tactics influence their reading.
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Annotatsiya O’‘gishni tushunish — bu o’‘quvchilarga yozma materiallarni idrok etish, talgin gilish
va tahlil gilish imkonini beruvchi muhim ko’nikmadir. Birog, ko’plab o’rta maktab
o‘quvchilari murakkab adabiyotni tushunishda qiyinchiliklarga duch keladi. Ushbu
magqola formativ baholash tartib-qoidalarining 8-sinf o'quvchilarida o'gishni
tushunishni yaxshilashdagi rolini o’rganadi. Formativ baholash o’qitish jarayonida
o‘quvchilarning ozlashtirish darajasini kuzatib boradi va ularning matnni
tushunishini yaxshilashga yordam beruvchi fikr-mulohazalar tagdim etad..
Tadgigotda sinfda qo'llaniladigan bir gator formativ baholash tartiblari ko'rib
chigiladi, xususan: o‘qituvchi tomonidan berilgan fikr-mulohazalar, savol berish
strategiyalari, o’zaro baholash va o'’z-o’zini baholash. Ushbu usullar o’quvchilarga
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o'giganlarini tanqidiy tahlil gilish va o‘quv jarayonida faolroq ishtirok etish imkonini
beradi. Tadgiqot 8-sinf o‘quvchilari orasida turli taktikalarning ularning matnni
(drok etishiga ganday ta'sir ko'rsatishini baholash magsadida o'tkazild..

Kalit so’zlar Formativ baholash, o’qishni tushunish, 8-sinf o‘quvchilari, fikr-mulohaza
strategiyalari, o’zaro baholash, o’z-o0'zini baholash, sinf baholashi, o‘quvchilarning
faolligi, o'rta maktab ta’limi.
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[ToHUMAaHUe nNpo4YuMaHHO20 — 3MO BaXkKHelwuli Hagblk, KOMOpPLIU No380/5em
y4awumcsa 80CNpuUHUMAame, UHmMepnpemuposame U aHA/u3upo8ame NUCbMeEHHbIe
mamepuanesl. OOHAKO MHo2ue y4eHUKU CcpeOHelU WKO/bl UChbiMbl8arom
mpyoHoCmMu C NOHUMAHUeM C/A0XHOU Jaumepamypel. B daHHOU cmamee
uccnedyemcs posb npoyedyp GhopmMupyroujeco OUeHUBAHUA 8 yJyduweHuu
NOHUMGHUSI NpoYUMAHHO20 cpedu y4yauwjuxca 8-20 knacca. Popmupyrouyee
oyeHusaHue omcJexusaem ycnesaemMocme y4eHUKo8 8 npouyecce obydeHus U
npedocmasnsiem 06pamHyro C8a3b, NOMO2AIOWYH UM Y/y4uums NOHUMAHUe
mekcma. B uccredoeaHuu paccmampueaemcs psad npouyedyp gopmupyrouje2o
OUeHUBAHUS, NPUMEeHAEMbIX 8 Kacce, MAakux Kak 0bpamHas ces3e om y4yumens,
cmpameauu NOCMAHOBKU B80NPOCO8, B83AUMOOUEHUBAHUE U CAMOOYEeHUBAHUe.
ZJlaHHbie MemoObl N0380AIAOM YHAWUMCA KPUMUYECKU OCMbICIIMb NPOYUMAHHOE
u bosee akmusHo y4yacmeosame 8 y4ebHOM npouyecce. WVccredosaHue
nNposodusIoce cpedu yHauuxca 8-20 K1acca ¢ yesbto oyeHKU mozo, Kak pas/audHsle
Makmuku eUfgom Ha ux ocnpuamue mekcma.

@opmupyroujee oyeHUBaHUe, NOHUMAHUe NPOYUMAaHHo2o, yYyauwjuecs 8-20 kaacca,
cmpameauu obpamHol C8s3U, 83aUMOOYEHUBAHUE, CAMOOYeHUBAHUe, KIaccHoe
oyeHuUBaHuUe, 808/1e4EHHOCMb y4Yaujuxcs, obpasosaHue 8 cpedHeu wKose

Introduction and analyze written information across
Reading comprehension is one of the different subjects. In middle school education,
most important skills in the learning process, as particularly in the 8th grade, students are
it enables students to understand, interpret, expected to engage with more complex texts
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that require not only basic reading skills but
also higher-order thinking abilities such as
identifying main ideas, making inferences,
evaluating arguments, and  connecting
information with prior knowledge. However,
many students experience difficulties in
understanding academic texts, which can
negatively affect their overall learning
outcomes and academic performance.

In recent years, educators and
researchers have paid increasing attention to
the role of assessment in supporting learning
rather than simply measuring it. Formative
assessment has emerged as an effective
instructional approach that helps teachers
monitor students’ learning progress during the
educational  process. Unlike traditional
summative assessment, which focuses on
evaluating students’ knowledge at the end of a
learning period, formative assessment is
integrated into daily classroom activities and
provides continuous feedback that guides both
teaching and learning. Formative assessment
includes a variety of strategies such as teacher
questioning, classroom discussions, peer
assessment, self-assessment, feedback on
students’ work, and short diagnostic tasks.
These strategies allow teachers to identify
students’ strengths and learning gaps in
reading comprehension and adjust
instructional methods accordingly. At the same
time, formative assessment encourages
students to become active participants in their
own learning by reflecting on their progress,
recognizing their mistakes, and developing
strategies to improve their understanding of
texts.

Research in educational pedagogy
suggests that the consistent use of formative
assessment can significantly enhance students’
engagement, motivation, and comprehension
abilities. When students receive timely and
constructive feedback, they are better able to
understand the purpose of reading tasks and
develop effective reading strategies such as
predicting, questioning, summarizing, and
clarifying information from texts.
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Therefore, the purpose of this article is to
examine the impact of formative assessment
strategies on the development of reading
comprehension skills among 8th grade
learners. The study analyzes how different
formative assessment practices can support
students’ understanding of texts, improve their
reading performance, and create a more
interactive and supportive classroom learning
environment. The findings of this research aim
to contribute to the improvement of teaching
practices and provide practical
recommendations for teachers who seek to
enhance students’ reading comprehension
through formative assessment.

The Concept and Importance of
Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension is considered
one of the most essential skills in the learning
process, as it enables students to understand,
interpret, analyze, and evaluate written texts. It
is not limited to recognizing words or
sentences but involves constructing meaning
from the text by combining linguistic
knowledge, cognitive skills, and  prior
experience. According to Catherine Snow
(2002), reading comprehension is “the process
of simultaneously extracting and constructing
meaning through interaction and involvement
with  written language.” This definition
emphasizes that comprehension is an active
and dynamic process in which readers interact
with the text in order to build understanding.

Scholars in the field of language
education emphasize that reading
comprehension includes several cognitive and
metacognitive processes. David Nunan (2003)
explains that successful readers use different
strategies while reading, such as predicting the
content of the text, identifying key ideas,
making inferences, and monitoring their own
understanding. These strategies help learners
process information more effectively and allow
them to interpret both explicit and implicit
meanings within a text.

Similarly, Anderson (1999) states that
reading comprehension is a complex
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interaction between the reader, the text, and
the context in which the reading occurs.
Readers bring their background knowledge,
language competence, and experiences to the
reading process, which influences how they
interpret and understand the information
presented in the text. When students lack
sufficient ~ vocabulary  or  background
knowledge, their comprehension may become
limited, which highlights the importance of
effective instructional support.

The development of reading
comprehension is particularly important in
foreign language learning. Jeremy Harmer
(2007) notes that reading provides learners
with  exposure to authentic language,
vocabulary development, and grammatical
structures.  Through  reading, students
encounter different writing styles, text
structures, and ideas, which contribute to their
overall language competence. In addition,
reading activities help learners improve other
language skills such as writing, speaking, and
listening.

Another important  perspective s
presented by Francoise Grellet (1981), who
emphasizes that reading comprehension
requires the use of specific reading strategies.
She identifies several important strategies,
including skimming for general understanding,
scanning for specific information, and intensive
reading for detailed comprehension. Teaching
these strategies enables students to approach

texts more effectively and  develop
independence in reading.

The importance of reading
comprehension ~ becomes even  more

significant at the middle school level. At the
8th grade stage, students are expected to
work with more complex and informative texts
in different subjects. They must be able to
analyze arguments, identify the author's
purpose, compare information, and draw
logical conclusions. According to Grabe and
Stoller (2011), strong reading comprehension
skills allow learners to access academic
knowledge, develop critical thinking, and
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participate more actively in the learning
process.
Therefore, developing reading

comprehension is a key objective in modern

education.  Effective teaching  methods,
appropriate reading materials, and the
integration  of  supportive instructional

strategies can significantly improve students’
ability to wunderstand and interpret texts.
Strengthening these skills at the middle school
level prepares learners for higher academic
demands and helps them become more
confident and independent readers.

The concept of assessment in
education

In education, assessment is a methodical
procedure that collects, evaluates, and

interprets data regarding students’ knowledge,
abilities, and comprehension. Its main goals are
to drive instructional decisions, highlight areas
for development, and give teachers, students,
and stakeholders insights into the learning
process. Assessment is a technique to facilitate
learning and improve educational results; it is
not just about ranking or evaluating students.
Assessment is essential to learning since it
gives students feedback that can help them
identify their strengths and limitations,
according to Black and Wiliam (1998). They
stress that good evaluation encourages a
culture of ongoing development and
contemplation, enabling students to take an
active role in their learning process. In a similar
vein, Stiggins (2005) emphasizes that
assessment need to be utilized as a learning-
oriented procedure, emphasizing the growth of
abilities and information as opposed to just
rating performance.

Summative and formative are the two
fundamental  classifications  into  which
assessment can be divided. At the conclusion
of a wunit, course, or term, summative
assessment analyzes student learning and
provides a measure of achievement, frequently
in the form of grades or results from
standardized tests. On the other hand,
formative assessment takes place during the



/The Lingua Spectrum
Coyzfo, ebgo dm

learning process and gives students instant
feedback to assist them modify their learning
tactics. Formative evaluation is especially useful
since it actively encourages students to reflect
on their development and comprehension,
which can result in better learning outcomes,
according to Hattie and Timperley (2007).
Furthermore, evaluation in school
accomplishes more than just assessing
knowledge. Nitko and Brookhart (2014) claim
that it supports educators in lesson planning,
learning activity design, and the development
of tailored interventions for struggling
students. Additionally, assessment inspires
students, promotes self-control, and cultivates
a sense of accountability for their own
education. In conclusion, evaluation is an
essential part of contemporary education.
When used well, it not only assesses student
performance but also facilitates learning,
guides instructional tactics, and fosters an
engaged and  contemplative learning
environment. The idea of evaluation has
developed from just evaluating student
performance to actively improving the learning
process, making it a crucial instrument for
accomplishing educational objectives.

Pedagogical value of formative
assessment

Formative assessment is an important
element of the teaching and learning process
because it helps teachers monitor students’
progress and improve instruction during the
learning process. Unlike traditional assessment
that measures final results, formative
assessment focuses on supporting learning
through continuous feedback and classroom
interaction. According to Black and Wiliam
(1998), formative assessment significantly
improves students’ academic achievement
because it helps teachers identify learning
difficulties and adjust their teaching strategies.
Regular  feedback allows students to
understand their mistakes and improve their
performance. Another pedagogical advantage
of formative assessment is increased student
engagement. Sadler (1989) explains that
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students learn more effectively when they
clearly understand learning goals and receive
feedback that helps them improve their work.
Classroom questioning, discussions, and short
tasks encourage students to participate actively
in the learning process. Formative assessment
also develops students’ self-regulation and
critical thinking skills. Nicol and Macfarlane-
Dick (2006) state that feedback and self-
assessment help students reflect on their
learning and identify areas that need
improvement. As a result, learners become
more independent and responsible for their
own progress.

In addition, formative assessment allows
teachers to adapt their instruction according to
students’ needs. Heritage (2010) notes that this
flexibility improves teaching effectiveness and
creates a more supportive learning
environment.

Overall, formative assessment has strong

pedagogical value because it improves
teaching quality, increases student
engagement, and supports continuous
learning.

Formative assessment techniques in
reading instruction

Formative assessment techniques play an
important role in improving students’ reading
comprehension by allowing teachers to
monitor understanding and provide immediate
feedback during the learning process. These
techniques help identify students’ difficulties
and support the development of effective
reading strategies. One common technique in
reading instruction is teacher questioning.
According to Harmer (2007), asking different
types of questions before, during, and after
reading helps teachers evaluate students’
comprehension and encourages them to think
critically about the text. Questions about the
main idea, supporting details, and the author’s
purpose help students analyze the text more
deeply.

Another effective technique is think-pair-
share activities, where students first reflect on a
reading task individually, then discuss their
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ideas with a partner, and finally share their
responses with the class. Nunan (2003) notes
that such collaborative activities allow students
to clarify their understanding and learn from
each other. Self-assessment is also widely used
in formative assessment. Students evaluate
their own comprehension by reflecting on
questions such as whether they understood the
main ideas or which parts of the text were
difficult. According to Black and Wiliam (1998),
self-assessment helps learners become more

aware of their learning progress and
encourages responsibility for their own
improvement. Peer assessment is another

useful strategy in reading instruction. Students
review and comment on each other’s answers
to comprehension questions or summaries of
texts. This process promotes discussion and
helps students develop analytical thinking
skills. Teachers also use short formative tasks,
such as reading journals, exit tickets, and quick
comprehension quizzes. These activities
provide immediate information about students’
understanding and allow teachers to adjust
instruction if necessary. Overall, formative
assessment techniques support effective
reading instruction by providing continuous
feedback, encouraging student participation,
and helping teachers adapt their teaching
methods to improve students’ reading
comprehension.

Conclusion

Reading comprehension is an essential
ability for pupils' academic growth. As
previously noted in this article, understanding
written texts involves not just fundamental
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reading skills but also higher-level cognitive
abilities such as information analysis, key
concept identification, and conclusion making.
diverse academics' theoretical approaches
emphasize that reading comprehension is an
active process in which students interact with
the text and use diverse tactics to generate
meaning. The study also underlines the value of
assessment in education as a means of
monitoring and  encouraging  students’
learning. Assessment is used not simply to
evaluate academic performance, but also to
drive teaching techniques and improve
learning outcomes. In this setting, formative
assessment is especially useful because it
focuses on the learning process and gives
constant feedback to both teachers and
students. Furthermore, the educational
usefulness of formative assessment stems from
its potential to increase student involvement,
foster  reflection, and promote  the
development of independent learning skills.
Teachers can improve student outcomes by
recognizing learning gaps and offering timely
feedback.  Finally, including  formative
assessment strategies into reading teaching,
such as instructor questioning, peer
assessment, self-assessment, and  brief
classroom assignments, helps to improve
students’ reading comprehension. These tactics
encourage active engagement and help
students acquire excellent reading abilities.
Overall, including formative evaluation into
reading instruction can improve students'
understanding and foster a more effective and
supportive learning environment.
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