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Annotation This article examines anthroponyms with a toponymic component as a special type 

of compound proper noun, formed at the intersection of anthroponymy and 

toponymy. The study aims to identify the structural, semantic, and linguacultural 

features of English anthroponyms that include a geographic element. The theoretical 

basis of the work consists of the works of Russian and foreign onomastic scholars 

devoted to the problems of proper names, toponymic nomination, and the cultural 

semantics of anthroponyms. This article analyzes the main models of anthroponym 

formation with a toponymic component and their role in reflecting territorial 

affiliation, migration processes, social identity, and historical memory. The study’s 

material includes the real names of historical and cultural figures, as well as 

anthroponyms from works of English literature. It is established that the toponymic 

component not only serves an identifying function but also carries culturally 

significant information, linking individual identity to geographic and historical space. 

The obtained results confirm the close relationship between anthroponymy and 

toponymy and allow us to consider anthroponyms with toponymic elements as an 

important element of the linguistic picture of the world. 
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Annotatsiya Ushbu maqolada antroponimiya va toponimiya kesishmasida hosil boʻlgan qoʻshma 

toʻgʻri otning maxsus turi sifatida toponimik komponentli antroponimlar koʻrib 

chiqiladi. Tadqiqot geografik elementni oʻz ichiga olgan ingliz antroponimlarining 

strukturaviy, semantik va lingvamadaniy xususiyatlarini aniqlashga qaratilgan. 

Ishning nazariy asosini rus va xorijiy onomastik olimlarning antroponimlarning 

oʻziga xos nomlari, toponimik nominatsiyasi va madaniy semantikasi 

muammolariga bagʻishlangan asarlari tashkil etadi. Ushbu maqolada toponimik 

komponentli antroponim shakllanishining asosiy modellari va ularning hududiy 

mansublik, migratsiya jarayonlari, ijtimoiy oʻziga xoslik va tarixiy xotirani aks 

ettirishdagi roli tahlil qilinadi. Tadqiqot materialida tarixiy va madaniyat 

arboblarining haqiqiy ismlari, shuningdek, ingliz adabiyoti asarlaridan 

antroponimlar mavjud. Aniqlanishicha, toponimik komponent nafaqat 

identifikatsiya qiluvchi funktsiyani bajaradi, balki madaniy ahamiyatga ega boʻlgan 

ma’lumotlarni ham olib boradi, shaxsiy oʻziga xoslikni geografik va tarixiy makon 

bilan bogʻlaydi. Olingan natijalar antroponimika va toponimika oʻrtasidagi yaqin 
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aloqani tasdiqlaydi va toponimik elementlarga ega antroponimlarni dunyoning 

lingvistik rasmining muhim elementi sifatida ko'rib chiqishga imkon beradi. 
  

Kalit so‘zlar Antroponim, toponim, toponimik komponent, murakkab antroponimlar, ingliz 

antroponimiyasi, lingvomadaniyatshunoslik, oʻziga xos nom, oʻziga xoslik 
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Аннотация В данной статье рассматриваются антропонимы с топонимическим 

компонентом как особый тип составных имен собственных, образованных 

на стыке антропонимии и топонимии. Цель исследования – выявить 

структурные, семантические и лингвокультурные особенности английских 

антропонимов, включающих географический элемент. Теоретической 

основой работы служат труды российских и зарубежных ономастических 

ученых, посвященные проблемам имен собственных, топонимической 

номинации и культурной семантики антропонимов. В статье 

анализируются основные модели формирования антропонимов с 

топонимическим компонентом и их роль в отражении территориальной 

принадлежности, миграционных процессов, социальной идентичности и 

исторической памяти. Материал исследования включает реальные имена 

исторических и культурных деятелей, а также антропонимы из 

произведений английской литературы. Установлено, что топонимический 

компонент не только выполняет идентификационную функцию, но и несет 

культурно значимую информацию, связывающую индивидуальную 

идентичность с географическим и историческим пространством. 

Полученные результаты подтверждают тесную взаимосвязь между 

антропонимией и топонимией и позволяют рассматривать антропонимы 

с топонимическими элементами как важный элемент языковой картины 

мира. 
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Introduction 

In the realm of English onomastics, the 

study of proper names, the individual 

constituents of place names, or toponyms, hold 

substantial weight. 

In the field of onomastics, compound 

anthroponyms, characterized by their multi-

component structure and significant semantic 

capacity, hold a pivotal position. These complex 

names serve not only as identifiers but also as 

intricate semiotic constructs where linguistic, 

cultural, and social dimensions converge, 

thereby encapsulating both individual and 

collective identities within language.  
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In this discipline, names with toponymic 

features appear in complex, multi-component 

forms, emphasizing their significance and 

diversity. Such names consist of several 

elements, one of which typically refers to a 

family designation, while another indicates a 

person’s geographic location or origin. 

Multi-component names typically consist 

of two or more parts, allowing them not only to 

identify individuals but also to reflect their 

connection to a specific territory or cultural 

environment. The first part of such a name, 

often a surname, serves as the primary means 

of identifying the individual within a social 

group. The second part, containing a 

toponymic component, serves as a reference to 

geographic location, which may refer to either 

a specific place of residence or the broader 

region of origin of the bearer of the name. By 

examining the origins and changes of these 

elements, scholars can gain a more profound 

insight into historical ways of settling, the 

impact of diverse tongues, and the dominant 

cultural principles from times long past. 

Toponymic elements in names have 

profound cultural and historical significance. 

They not only connect individuals to specific 

places but also serve as markers reflecting 

migration processes, social ties, and historical 

events. For example, surnames containing the 

names of towns or villages can indicate family 

roots and historical connections to specific 

territories. This creates an opportunity to 

explore local traditions, social structure, and 

historical memory associated with specific 

regions. 

The Toponymic Component in 

Compound Anthroponyms 

Among the various forms of complex 

anthroponyms, those incorporating toponymic 

elements are particularly noteworthy. These 

names typically integrate geographical 

indicators, serving to denote origins, regional 

affiliations, or cultural-historical contexts. This 

interplay between anthroponymy and 

toponymy illustrates the dynamic nature of 

proper names and their responsiveness to 

historical and sociocultural developments. The 

toponymic aspect of an anthroponym 

transcends mere spatial designation; it 

embodies a rich tapestry of cultural and 

historical meanings that echo migration 

patterns, social hierarchies, and collective 

memory. And anthroponyms can be viewed as 

integrative units that link personal identities to 

the broader cultural and historical narratives of 

linguistic communities. 

Recent studies in English-language 

onomastics emphasize the importance of 

toponymic elements in the formation of 

surnames and nicknames. Patrick Hanks 

mentions that toponymic nicknames represent 

a historically stable and productive category of 

anthroponyms, directly reflecting the 

geographical origins of their bearers. Hanks 

asserts that these names arise not only from 

geographic localization but also from complex 

social interactions, including migration, 

urbanization, and the establishment of familial 

structures within English-speaking societies. In 

his contributions, particularly within the Oxford 

Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and 

Ireland, Hanks discusses toponymic surnames 

as the outcome of historical identification 

practices. As populations grew, the need for 

distinctive identifiers became paramount. Such 

surnames often derive from settlement names 

(e.g., London, York) or microtoponyms (e.g., 

Hill, Wood), highlighting the 

interconnectedness between anthroponymy 

and the geographical environment. Hanks also 

addresses the variability and evolution of 

toponymic anthroponyms, influenced by 

dialectal differences, phonetic shifts, and 

morphological adaptations. This variability 

allows for multiple surname forms stemming 

from the same toponymic base across different 

regions and social classes, reflecting historical 

and linguistic processes within the English 

language (Hanks, Coats, 2016). 

Complex, multi-component names with 

toponymic features play a key role in shaping 

individual and collective identity. They help 

their bearers not only identify themselves 



Jurnal Oliy Attestatsiya Komissiyasi tomonidan 2025-yil 

4-yanvar kuni 366/5-sonli qaror bilan tavsiya etilgan 

milliy ilmiy nashrlar ro'yxatiga kiritilgan 

 

36 

 

within society but also understand their roots 

and belonging to a specific cultural 

environment. In this context, such names 

become not just means of naming but also 

important symbols reflecting multilayered 

aspects of identity and cultural memory. 

Linguacultural Perspectives on 

Anthroponyms 

From a linguacultural standpoint, 

anthroponyms serve as repositories of 

collective memory, encapsulating information 

about societal spatial organization and 

historical development. The toponymic 

component thus acquires a multifaceted 

character, simultaneously designating a 

location, constructing social identities, and 

representing the accumulated cultural and 

historical experiences enshrined in language. 

Richard Coates emphasizes that toponymic 

elements function as “indicative signs of        

local self-awareness,” ensuring a stable 

relationship between names and specific 

geographical and cultural contexts (Coates, 

2006). He posits that names should be 

understood as components of a sign system, 

where the toponymic element fulfills a deictic 

role, indicating the spatial affiliations of 

individuals while constructing their socio-

cultural identities. Toponymic components 

must be examined through pragmatic and 

semiotic frameworks. They not only signify 

places of origin but also evoke culturally 

determined meanings in the minds of speakers. 

Thus, names serve as markers of “localized 

identity,” transforming geographical spaces 

into symbolic resources for social 

categorization and self-identification. 

Over time, the functions of toponymic 

elements expand beyond mere differentiation 

to encompass representation, reflecting 

historical memories, social networks, and 

cultural stereotypes associated with specific 

regions. Understanding the contextual usage of 

such names is essential, as their meanings 

emerge at the intersection of linguistic systems, 

historical traditions, and communicative 

practices. 

Historical Context and Demographic 

Shifts 

Peter McClure extends the discourse by 

linking toponymic nicknames to historical 

settlement patterns and demographic changes, 

particularly in medieval and early modern 

England. He notes that as populations 

expanded and migration intensified, more 

precise methods for individual identification 

became necessary. Surnames such as Lincoln, 

Norfolk, Derby and Windsor not only indicate 

geographic origins but also establish 

connections to specific administrative centers. 

Toponymic elements in surnames often reflect 

not only initial locations but also the migratory 

paths of individuals. For instance, the surname 

Kent appearing in northern counties signifies 

migration from the south, while surnames 

derived from village and parish names reveal 

local settlement patterns, as mentioned 

McClure (McClure, 2010). The dynamic nature 

of toponymic surnames, with their forms 

evolving due to phonetic changes, dialectal 

variations, and historical documentation 

practices. This variability attests to the intricate 

relationship between anthroponymy and the 

sociocultural context within which it develops. 

The Cultural and Historical Dynamics 

of Toponymic Names 

Toponymic proper names serve as vital 

records of “local annals of clans and 

associations,” providing insights into cultural 

and historical processes. He illustrates that 

surnames with geographical components not 

only denote origins but also reflect families' 

long-standing ties to particular territories. 

Names such as York, Lancaster, and Chester 

signify roots in urban centers, while earlier 

forms like “de London” or “of Durham” indicate 

a developmental stage in English 

anthroponymy when spatial affiliation was 

expressed analytically. 

Redmonds also examines surnames 

derived from microtoponyms and natural 

landmarks, demonstrating that these names 

emerged within local rural communities, where 

the landscape served as a primary means of 
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identification. Such names, as he notes, often 

evolve into stable family units while retaining 

their toponymic semantics (Redmonds, 2002). 

Thus, the surname George Washington 

derives from the English toponym Washington, 

which originally designated a geographic 

location and only later became established as a 

family name. Similarly, the surname Jack 

London is linked to the city of London, 

indicating the transformation of the toponym 

into an anthroponymic unit (Hanks, 2003). 

A classic example of this European 

tradition is the name Otto von Bismarck, in 

which the preposition “von” serves as a 

reference to origin and connects the 

anthroponym to a specific geographical 

feature, the name of a city – the toponym 

Bismarck. This model is characteristic of 

German aristocratic anthroponymy and reflects 

socio-territorial affiliation. 

In some cases, the toponymic component 

is present in anthroponyms in a derivational 

form. For example, the name Ashley Wilkes (the 

character of Margaret Mitchell’s novel ‘Gone 

with the Wind’) derives from an Old English 

place name (æsc + lēah – “ash grove”), which is 

now the name of a town in North Dakota, 

demonstrating the transformation of a 

geographic designation into a personal name 

through word-formation processes. 

Of particular interest are anthroponyms 

in literary discourse, where toponymic 

semantics are manifested through the internal 

structure of the name. For example, Emily 

Brontë’s novel Wuthering Heights contains 

character names with pronounced spatial-

semantic motivations. For example, the 

surname Mr. Lockwood includes the 

component “wood,” which refers to a 

landscape characteristic. The name Mr. 

Heathcliff is a composite (heath + cliff, meaning 

“heath moorland” + “cliff”), forming a distinctly 

toponymically motivated anthroponym. The 

surname Hareton Earnshaw also contains 

elements that derive from Old English roots 

related to local geography and the natural 

environment (Brontë, 2009). 

In some cases, the toponymic component 

is present indirectly in anthroponyms, through 

historical, cultural, and etymological 

connections. For example, the name Cameron 

Diaz derives from a Scottish toponymic 

element (a family name and the name of a town 

in Moore County, North Carolina), which is 

linked to the geographic and ethnic 

characteristics of the region. 

The name Charlotte Brontë, although it 

does not contain a direct toponymic 

component, actively functions in the system              

of cultural associations and is often included            

in geographical names (for example, Charlotte 

is the 15th largest city in the USA), which 

demonstrates the reverse process – the 

transition of an anthroponym into a         

toponymy. 

The name Carolina Herrera is also 

indicative, where the Carolina component is 

historically associated with the names of 

geographic regions (North and South Carolina), 

reflecting the colonial and cultural naming 

tradition (Sherstnev, 2022). 

Even in cases of variant forms, such as 

“Queen Victoria,” the influence of toponymic 

semantics can be observed through the name 

Victoria, which is widely represented in the 

geographical names of the lake and the state. 

This demonstrates the fluidity of the 

boundaries between anthroponymy and 

toponymy. 

The study demonstrates that 

geographical names actively participate in the 

creation of anthroponyms, becoming fixed in 

nicknames or influencing the naming system 

through cultural and historical associations, 

which confirms the fluid nature of the 

conjugation of anthroponymy and toponymy. 

Conclusion  

Аnthroponyms with toponymic 

components represent complex entities 

characterized by structural intricacies and 

cultural semantics. It is a rich subject for study 

necessitates a holistic approach encompassing 

structural, semantic, and linguacultural 

analyses, facilitating the discovery of patterns 
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in their formation and function across diverse 

linguistic traditions. Furthermore, the discussed 

models extend beyond historical 

anthroponymy, encompassing modern names 

and underscoring the significance of 

toponymic elements in understanding of the 

relationship between personal identity and 

spatial reference, as well as an exploration of 

the cultural and historical contexts in which 

these names were formed. 
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