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Annotation. Vocabulary acquisition is a critical component of language learning, particularly
for students at the B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR). This article explores various interactive methods that can enhance vocabulary retention and
application among B2 students. By engaging learners in meaningful, context-rich activities,
educators can foster a more effective and enjoyable learning environment.
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Introduction

The ability to communicate effectively in a second language hinges largely on a robust
vocabulary. At the B2 level, students are expected to comprehend and produce language that includes
more complex structures and a wider range of vocabulary, including idiomatic expressions and
nuanced terms. This article examines the role of interactive learning methods in improving
vocabulary among B2 students, drawing on theories of language acquisition and current pedagogical
practices'®?,

Understanding vocabulary acquisition requires a look at key theories in language learning.
According to Krashen’s Input Hypothesis, learners acquire language most effectively when they are
exposed to comprehensible input slightly above their current level of proficiency (i+1). Interactive
methods provide opportunities for such input through social interaction and contextual learning,
which can enhance both understanding and retention,

Interactive learning promotes active engagement, which is essential for vocabulary acquisition.
Research indicates that students who participate in interactive activities demonstrate better retention
and understanding of new vocabulary. Interactive methods also foster collaboration, encouraging
learners to communicate and negotiate meaning, which aligns with Vygotsky’s Social
Constructivism. This approach emphasizes the importance of social interaction in cognitive
development and language learning.

Interactive Methods for Vocabulary Enhancement

1. Role-Playing

Role-playing allows students to step into various contexts, simulating real-life situations where
specific vocabulary is applicable. For instance, students can act out a scenario such as a job interview
or a customer service interaction. This method not only reinforces vocabulary but also helps students
practice pronunciation and intonation in a low-pressure environment.

Implementation:

« Create scenarios relevant to the students’ interests or future career aspirations.

« Provide vocabulary lists related to each scenario.

« Allow students to prepare and present their roles, facilitating peer feedback.

2. Vocabulary Games

Games like Scrabble, Taboo, or Bingo can make vocabulary acquisition fun and competitive.
Online platforms such as Kahoot or Quizlet allow for interactive quizzes that can be tailored to
specific vocabulary sets'04,

Implementation:
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« Select vocabulary themes (e.g., travel, technology) and create game variations.

« Use timed challenges to increase engagement and urgency.

« Consider team-based formats to encourage collaboration.

3. Group Discussions and Debates

Facilitating group discussions or debates on current issues enables students to use new
vocabulary in context. This method encourages critical thinking and requires learners to articulate
their ideas clearly, using newly acquired terms.

Implementation:

« Choose engaging and relevant topics.

« Encourage the use of specific vocabulary by providing a list of words and phrases to
incorporate.

« Allow for peer feedback to enhance language use and understanding.

4. Storytelling and Collaborative Writing

Students can work in groups to create stories or narratives using specific vocabulary. This
method not only encourages creativity but also contextualizes vocabulary in a meaningful way.

Implementation:

« Assign vocabulary sets that must be used within the stories.

« Encourage students to present their stories, fostering speaking skills.

« Provide opportunities for peer editing to enhance vocabulary usage.

5. Word Maps and Conceptual Diagrams

Visual tools like word maps or semantic webs can help students visualize the relationships
between new vocabulary and existing knowledge. This approach supports both memorization and
understanding of word usage!®.

Implementation:

« Introduce a new vocabulary theme and have students create individual or group word maps.

« Encourage connections between synonyms, antonyms, and related terms.

« Use the maps as a basis for writing or speaking activities.

Conclusion

Interactive methods play a pivotal role in enhancing vocabulary acquisition for B2 students. By
fostering an engaging, collaborative learning environment, educators can help students develop a
more profound understanding of vocabulary and its contextual application. As language learning
continues to evolve, integrating these interactive methods will be crucial in preparing students for
effective communication in their personal, academic, and professional lives.
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