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Annotatsiya.  Sonlarning turlanishi turli grammatik kategoriyalar, rod va sonlarlardagi o‘zgarishini 

anglatadi, bu ko‘plab tillarda muhim xususiyatlarga ega. Ushbu maqolada lotin, rus va nemis tillarida 

grammatik kategoriyalar, rod, ravishlar va sonlarning asosiy xususiyatlarining qo‘llanilishi haqida ma'lumot 

berilgan. 

Kalit so‘zlar: sonlarning turlanishi, grammatik kategoriyalar, rod, son, morfologik tuzilishlar, sintaktik 

kontekstlar, otlarning o‘zaro ta’siri, til tuzilishi. 

 

Introduction. Declension is a grammatical term that refers to the modification of a noun, 

pronoun, or adjective to express various grammatical categories such as case, number, and gender. This 

linguistic feature is essential in many languages, including Latin, Russian, and German, where the 

form of a word changes based on its role within a sentence. The significance of declension lies in its 

ability to convey relationships between words, indicating subjects, objects, possessive forms, and 

more. This helps to clarify the meaning of sentences and contributes to the overall coherence and 

structure of language. 

Numeral declension specifically addresses how numerals change their forms to agree with the 

nouns they modify in terms of case and number. In many languages that utilize declension, numerals 

can take different endings or forms depending on the grammatical context in which they are used. For 

instance, in Russian, the numeral "один" (one) takes different forms when associated with masculine, 

feminine, or neuter nouns. This interaction is crucial, as it ensures that the numeral aligns with the 

gender and case of the noun, allowing for clearer communication and understanding. 

When numerals interact with nouns in sentences, their declension can indicate relationships such 

as quantity and order. The way a numeral declines can provide important information about the noun it 

modifies, such as whether it is singular or plural, and what case it is in (nominative, genitive, dative, 

etc.). Understanding numeral declension is vital for mastering the grammar of languages that employ 

this system, as it enhances both spoken and written communication, allowing speakers to convey 

precise meanings and nuances. 

RULES AND PATTERNS OF NUMERAL DECLENSION 

The declension of numerals is governed by specific rules that dictate how they interact with nouns, 

particularly in terms of grammatical gender, number, and case. This process varies significantly between 

cardinal and ordinal numerals, each following distinct patterns. 

CARDINAL NUMERALS 

Cardinal numerals, which denote quantity (e.g., one, two, three), typically agree with the noun 

they modify in gender and case. For instance, in languages such as Russian, the numeral "один" (one) 

will decline based on the gender of the noun it accompanies. 

When paired with a masculine noun, it remains "один," but with a feminine noun, it transforms 

to "одна." In plural forms, as in "три" (three), the numeral does not change regardless of the noun's 

gender, illustrating an essential pattern in numeral declension. 

Examples: 

Masculine: один стол (one table) 

Feminine: одна книга (one book) 

Plural: три стола (three tables) 

ORDINAL NUMERALS 

Ordinal numerals (e.g., first, second, third) also decline according to the gender and case of the 

nouns they modify. They generally have unique endings that reflect both gender and number. For 

example, in German, the ordinal numeral "erste" (first) takes the form "erster" for masculine nouns and 

"erste" for feminine nouns, while the plural form is "erste" for all genders. 

Examples: 

Masculine: der erste Platz (the first place) 

Feminine: die erste Idee (the first idea) 



 
 The Lingua Spectrum 

Volume 2. February 2025 
 

 191 

Plural: die ersten Plätze (the first places) 

VARIATIONS AND IRREGULARITIES 

Some numerals exhibit irregular patterns in declension. For instance, the numeral "два" (two) 

has unique forms: "двух" in the genitive case and "двум" in the dative case, which diverges from the 

standard declension patterns. 

Additionally, certain languages may have exceptions where specific numbers do not conform to 

typical gender rules. 

Understanding these rules and exceptions is crucial for effective communication in languages 

that feature numeral declension. Mastery of both cardinal and ordinal numerals within their 

grammatical contexts allows speakers to convey precise meanings and relationships in their language 

use. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS AND EXAMPLES 

Understanding numeral declension is not just a theoretical exercise; it has practical applications in 

everyday language use. Whether ordering food, describing quantities, or discussing events, the correct 

use of numerals greatly enhances clarity and communication. 

For instance, consider the following sentences that demonstrate numeral declension in action: 

Cardinal Numerals: 

   "У меня есть три книги." (I have three books.) Here, "три" (three) correctly modifies the plural 

noun "книги" (books), maintaining the agreement in number. 

"Я купил один стол." (I bought one table.) In this case, "один" (one) is in its masculine form to 

agree with the masculine noun "стол" (table). 

Ordinal Numerals: 

"Это мой второй шанс." (This is my second chance.) The ordinal numeral "второй" (second) is 

used correctly with the masculine noun "шанс" (chance). 

"Она первая в классе." (She is first in class.) The form "первая" (first) aligns with the feminine 

noun "она" (she), demonstrating agreement in gender. 

Common errors learners encounter often stem from misunderstanding the gender and case 

relationships between numerals and nouns. For example, a learner might say "одна стол" instead of 

"один стол," mistakenly applying the feminine form of "one" to a masculine noun. 

Conclusion. To master numeral declension, learners should practice frequently and pay attention 

to the gender of nouns when using numerals. One effective strategy is to create flashcards that display 

both the numeral and its corresponding noun, reinforcing the correct forms through repetition. 

Additionally, engaging in conversation with native speakers can provide real- time feedback and 

help solidify understanding of numeral declension in various contexts. By recognizing the practical 

applications of numeral declension and actively practicing its use, learners can enhance their language 

skills and improve their overall communication effectiveness.  
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