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Annotation: This article analyzes vocalism, an important factor in the changes in the language 

system, and how it develops under the influence of social factors. The main purpose of the article is 
to study the impact of human migration, urbanization, technological progress, and other languages 
on vocalism changes. The problem is posed as the question of how vocalism changes and what causes 
these changes. Phonetic analysis, sociolinguistic surveys, and comparative analysis were used as 
methodologies. Using these methods, differences between historical written sources, dialects, and 
modern pronunciation patterns were studied. The main findings show that vocalism is centralized in 
large cities, as different dialects mix in one place and a smoothing process occurs in pronunciation. 
The younger generation adopts standard pronunciation under the influence of the media and the 
Internet, and education and social status also affect phonetic changes. The article emphasizes the 
importance of vocalism changes for future research. The language system continues to change under 
the influence of migration, technology, and media, and an in-depth study of this process will help 
shape new scientific approaches in the field of linguistics. 
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Аннотация: Данная статья анализирует вокализм как важный фактор изменений в 
языковой системе и его развитие под влиянием социальных факторов. Основная цель статьи 
– изучить, как миграция населения, урбанизация, технологический прогресс и влияние других 
языков воздействуют на изменения вокализма. В качестве проблемы рассматривается 
вопрос о том, как изменяется вокализм и какие причины приводят к этим изменениям. В 
качестве методологии использованы фонетический анализ, социолингвистические опросы и 
сравнительный анализ. С помощью этих методов исследованы различия между 
историческими письменными источниками, диалектами и современными образцами 
произношения. Основные выводы показывают, что в крупных городах вокализм 
централизуется, так как различные диалекты смешиваются, что приводит к сглаживанию 
произношения. Молодое поколение под влиянием медиа и интернета принимает 
стандартизированное произношение, а также образование и социальный статус оказывают 
влияние на фонетические изменения. Статья подчеркивает важность дальнейшего изучения 
изменений вокализма. Под влиянием миграции, технологий и средств массовой информации 
языковая система продолжает изменяться, и глубокий анализ этого процесса поможет 
сформировать новые научные подходы в области лингвистики. 

Ключевые слова: вокализм, фонетические изменения, миграция, урбанизация, 
глобализация, билингвизм, влияние СМИ, фонетическая стандартизация. 
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola til tizimidagi o‘zgarishlarning muhim omili bo‘lgan vokalizmni va 

uning ijtimoiy omillar ta’sirida qanday rivojlanishini tahlil qiladi. Maqolaning asosiy maqsadi - 
vokalizm o‘zgarishlariga inson migratsiyasi, urbanizatsiya, texnologik taraqqiyot va boshqa 
tillarning ta’siri qanday ekanligini o‘rganishdir. Muammo sifatida vokalizmning qanday o‘zgarishi 
va ushbu o‘zgarishlarga nimalar sabab bo‘lishi masalasi qo‘yilgan. Metodologiya sifatida fonetik 
tahlil, sotsiolingvistik so‘rovlar va taqqoslama tahlil ishlatilgan. Ushbu usullar yordamida tarixiy 
yozma manbalar, dialektlar va zamonaviy talaffuz namunalarining farqlari o‘rganilgan. Asosiy 
topilmalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, yirik shaharlarda vokalizm markazlashuvga uchraydi, chunki turli 
dialektlar bir joyda aralashib, talaffuzda silliqlash jarayoni yuz beradi. Yosh avlod media va internet 
ta’sirida standart talaffuzni qabul qiladi, ta’lim va ijtimoiy mavqe ham fonetik o‘zgarishlarga ta’sir 
ko‘rsatadi. Maqola vokalizm o‘zgarishlarining kelajakdagi tadqiqotlar uchun muhimligini 
ta’kidlaydi. Migratsiya, texnologiya va ommaviy axborot vositalari ta’sirida til tizimi o‘zgarishda 
davom etmoqda, bu jarayonni chuqur o‘rganish esa tilshunoslik sohasida yangi ilmiy yondashuvlarni 
shakllantirishga yordam beradi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: Vokalizm, fonetik o‘zgarishlar, migratsiya, urbanizatsiya, globallashuv, ikki 
tillilik, media ta’siri, fonetik standartlashtirish. 

 
Introduction 
Language is a living system that is constantly changing. These changes occur for a variety of 

reasons. One of them is vocalism, that is, the vowel sounds of a language and their changes in 
pronunciation. Vocalism affects how we pronounce words in a language. This process is caused by 
various social factors - the migration of people, the expansion of cities, the development of 
technology, and the mixing of different cultures. As people move from one place to another, different 
dialects mix. For example, people from another area adapt to the pronunciation of the local population 
or, conversely, bring their own dialect to a new place. In this process, the pronunciation of some 
vowels may change. In large cities, people come from different regions and live in the same place. 
Therefore, in order for them to be mutually intelligible, differences in pronunciation are reduced and 
the language is somewhat smoothed out. For example, in Tashkent, the pronunciation of some words 
may differ from that in other regions, because different dialects are mixed here. Nowadays, people 
are more exposed to the same pronunciation forms through radio, television and the Internet. For 
example, the way famous people speak, many people switch to the same pronunciation. There is also 
a great influence of foreign languages - the pronunciation of words that came from English and 
Russian is affecting the Uzbek language. Different languages influence each other. As a result of the 
influence of Arabic, Persian, Russian and English on the Uzbek language, the pronunciation of some 
words and sounds has changed. For example, the pronunciation of some words in Russian sounds 
slightly differently in Uzbek. Language is always changing and developing (Aitchison, 2013; 104). 
These changes are caused by human migration, urban life, technology, and the influence of different 
languages. Vocalism, that is, the change in vowel sounds, contributes greatly to language change. 
Therefore, it is important to consider social factors when studying a language. 

Methods 
This research is a mixed-methods study. We will use both quantitative and qualitative methods 

to examine the relationship between vocalism and social factors. The research will consist of the 
following steps: 
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Phonetic analysis is a method of studying how vowels have changed over the historical 
development of a language. It involves analyzing old written sources, dialects, and historical speech 
samples. The goal is to determine how vowels have changed over time, which sounds have 
disappeared or new ones have appeared. For example, some vowels in the old Uzbek language sound 
differently in modern pronunciation. The word “Tog‘” may have appeared in ancient texts as “tag‘”, 
or in some dialects, the sound “e” has become closer to “i.” Phonetic analysis plays an important role 
in identifying such changes. 

Sociolinguistic surveys are a method of studying people’s pronunciation and speech habits 
across social groups. These surveys help to determine how factors such as age, occupation, education 
level, and regional origin affect vocalism. In this process, speech is analyzed among different age 
groups - for example, how the pronunciation of the younger generation differs from that of the older 
generation. Pronunciation changes in urban and rural areas are compared - urban residents may be 
more inclined to standard pronunciation, while rural residents may retain their local dialect. Social 
status and education level – while the pronunciation of people with higher education is usually closer 
to the literary language, those with less education may retain their local pronunciation more. Such 
surveys are carried out through special interviews, tests, and audio recordings, and then the results 
are analysed. 

Comparative analysis is a method of comparing how vowels are pronounced in different 
languages or in different dialects of the same language. This analysis identifies similarities and 
differences. For example, Uzbek does not have short and long vowels, but Arabic or English do. 
Some words in the Fergana dialect may be pronounced differently than in the Tashkent dialect. People 
who speak several languages may adapt the pronunciation rules of another language to their native 
language. For example, Uzbeks living under the influence of Russian may sometimes pronounce the 
sounds "o" and "a" differently, or people who have learned English may pronounce some vowels in 
a way that is similar to English. Historical analysis also compares the vowels used in ancient written 
sources with the current pronunciation. This method helps to understand how vocalism has changed, 
which sounds have disappeared over time or what new ones have appeared. Differences in 
pronunciation in urban and rural areas are also compared, since in urban environments a standard 
pronunciation is often formed, while in rural areas the local dialect retains its originality. Social status 
and level of education also affect pronunciation, with people with higher education often approaching 
literary pronunciation, while those with less education retain local pronunciation. As a result of this 
analysis, it is possible to understand where and how the language is changing, and what social factors 
influence this. 

Results 
The results of the study show that social factors have a significant impact on the pronunciation 

of vowels. One of the main results is that urbanization leads to centralization in vocalism. Due to the 
mixture of different dialects, residents of large cities tend to pronounce vowels more centrally. This 
situation occurs in order to smooth the language and increase general intelligibility. In an urban 
environment, people from different regions try to coordinate their pronunciation in order to better 
understand each other. As a result, some vowels move away from the traditional form and move 
closer to the center. This process occurs especially quickly among the younger generation, as they 
grow up hearing different pronunciation styles from childhood and try to adapt to common speech 
norms (Blevins, 2004; 120).  

As a result of migration and dialect mixing, different regional dialects interact with each other, 
and over time, differences become less pronounced. This process is called dialect smoothing or 
generalization of pronunciation. When people from different regions live in the same place, they 
gradually change their pronunciation in order to better understand each other. As a result, vowel 
sounds or pronunciation features that were previously unique to a particular region begin to disappear, 
and a common pronunciation is formed. For example, many people from rural areas and provinces 
move to large cities, especially capitals or industrial centers. Although they speak their own local 
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dialects, they gradually adapt to urban speech. For example, in some regions, the sound "a" may be 
pronounced more clearly or the sound "o" may become closer to "u", but in an urban environment 
these differences disappear and a standard pronunciation is formed. This process continues for many 
years and is passed down from generation to generation. As a result of migration, new speech norms 
are formed and regional differences are reduced. This is especially evident among the younger 
generation, who, along with the family dialect, also adopt an urban or general literary pronunciation. 
Thus, vocalism changes due to migration, affecting the entire language system.  

Digital communication accelerates the process of phonetic standardization, as people are 
constantly exposed to common accents and pronunciation patterns. Through television programs, 
radio, social networks, and online content, people become accustomed to a standard or dominant 
pronunciation. For example, many young people unconsciously adopt the pronunciation of celebrities 
through the Internet and media. This process is especially noticeable in global languages, such as 
English or Russian, but it also has an impact on Uzbek. As literary or standard pronunciation is 
increasingly used on television and the Internet, some of the specific pronunciation patterns of local 
dialects are gradually disappearing. Voice correspondence and voice recognition technologies using 
artificial intelligence also affect pronunciation. For example, voice commands or speech-to-text 
technologies require precise and standard pronunciation, which encourages people to adapt to literary 
or normative pronunciation. As a result, differences between different regional pronunciations are 
decreasing, and the entire language system is becoming more standardized. 

People with higher education and higher social status tend to adhere to standard pronunciation 
more often. Since the rules of literary language are taught during education, highly educated people 
try to pronounce closer to the norms of speech. For example, people who have studied at a university 
are closer to the literary language in pronunciation, since they follow the norms of formal and written 
speech more often. On the contrary, people who have received less education or grew up in an 
environment based on more oral communication may retain local dialect or regional pronunciation 
features longer (Bybee, 2015; 130). 

Socio-economic status also affects this process. People with higher incomes and living in large 
cities are usually more exposed to literary pronunciation through the press, official speeches, and the 
media. People who grow up in such an environment adapt more quickly to the standard form of the 
language. Conversely, for those living in rural areas or areas where local dialects predominate, a 
pronunciation that differs from the literary pronunciation may persist. As a result, the influence of 
education and social status on vocalism is such that people with higher education and better economic 
conditions tend to adapt their pronunciation to general language norms, which leads to the 
standardization of the language. 

Discussion 
This study analyses how vocalism changes under the influence of various processes in society. 

Urbanization leads to the generalization of language, because in large cities, as a result of 
communication between people from different regions, pronunciation differences gradually disappear 
and a process of standardization occurs. In large cities, people have to communicate with different 
dialects, and this affects their pronunciation norms. For example, in the city of Tashkent, the 
pronunciation of some vowels may change as a result of communication between people from 
different regions. This process is especially rapid among the younger generation, because they grow 
up hearing several different pronunciation styles and adapt to common speech norms. When people 
from different regions live in the same place, their pronunciation changes. For example, a person who 
moves from a village to a city tries to speak like a city person. The vowels in some words may 
disappear or change. People who communicate with other languages also imitate the pronunciation 
of these languages. For example, Uzbeks who speak a lot of Russian may sometimes speak with a 
Russian accent mixed with their Uzbek. People hear and adapt to literary pronunciation through 
television, radio, the Internet and social networks. Young people in particular may watch a lot of 
English or Russian content and use their pronunciation features in Uzbek. Voice commands and 
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artificial intelligence systems also promote literary pronunciation. People strive for clear and 
understandable pronunciation to adapt to such systems. 

Vowel changes lead to changes in how people speak and write. In spoken language, people 
sometimes pronounce words faster or more simply. This causes some vowels to be dropped or 
changed. For example, people in the city and in the countryside may pronounce words differently. 
When many people live in the same place, their speech influences each other (Labov, 2001; 102). 

Written language, on the other hand, is usually based on strict rules. However, when there are 
changes in spoken language, there are also gradual changes in the written form. For example, some 
words were previously spelled differently, but over time their spelling changed to match the 
pronunciation. This has also been observed in historical sources. As a language develops, spelling 
rules are also updated. Technology and media also have a great impact on language. People hear more 
of the pronunciation of literary language through television, radio, the Internet, and social networks. 
As a result, they try to adapt to this pronunciation. Young people, in particular, adopt new 
pronunciation styles through the Internet and social networks and use them in their speech. This can 
lead to a decrease in the differences between written and spoken language, or, conversely, to the 
emergence of new pronunciation forms. Folklore and literature also influence language change. 
Poems, stories, and epics were first transmitted orally and then written down. Therefore, the 
pronunciation used in these works also influenced the common language. Language is always 
evolving, and new pronunciation and spelling rules are formed as a result of communication between 
people. 

Bilingualism is the phenomenon of the use of two or more languages by an individual or society, 
which also has a significant impact on phonetic changes. A person who knows two languages can 
influence the phonetic characteristics of one language on the other. For example, it is observed that 
Russian-speaking Uzbeks pronounce some vowels in a manner adapted to the Russian pronunciation. 
As a result of language mixing, some vowels may change. For example, vowels that do not exist in 
one language may be adopted from another language or their pronunciation may change, resulting in 
new pronunciation forms. In conditions of bilingualism, children usually mix the pronunciation styles 
of the two languages. This process leads to the formation of phonetically new pronunciation variants. 

Also, in bilingual societies, the dominant pronunciation of one language can influence the 
second language. For example, Uzbeks who speak a lot of English may also apply the English 
accented pronunciation style to words in Uzbek. This causes changes in vocalism. As a result, 
bilingualism has a strong impact on changes in vocalism. This process leads to the emergence of new 
pronunciation variants in the language, the disappearance or modification of certain sounds. In 
bilingual societies, these phonetic changes are continuous and are an important part of language 
development (Hyman, 2008; 354). 

Changes in pronunciation can affect written language as people begin to write in a way that is 
closer to spoken language. This process is a natural part of language development and has been 
observed in many languages throughout history. For example, the spelling of words can change as 
certain sounds are dropped or replaced with other sounds. 

Written language can adapt to changes in pronunciation, which leads to a revision of spelling 
rules. For example, in some languages, historical writing forms have changed to bring them closer to 
modern pronunciation. In English, new spelling rules have emerged that reflect phonetic changes in 
the spelling of some words. In Uzbek, the spelling of some words has also been modernized as a 
result of changes in pronunciation. In addition, differences in pronunciation can be reflected in written 
speech voluntarily. For example, on social media or in informal correspondence, people tend to write 
as they pronounce. This directly affects the formation of written language. In general, changes in 
pronunciation can affect written language, leading to changes in spelling rules or the emergence of 
new writing forms. This process is closely related to social, cultural and technological factors 
(Ladefoged, P., Johnson, 2014; 165)). 
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Language has been in a constant process of change throughout history. These changes affect 
both pronunciation and writing systems. Phonetic changes can occur for various reasons: sounds take 
on new forms as a result of social, linguistic, and cultural factors. Written language, on the other hand, 
tries to adapt to changes in pronunciation. While ancient writing systems have been preserved in some 
languages for a long time, in others spelling rules have been revised to match pronunciation. For 
example, the spelling of words in English is based on historical pronunciation and differs from today’s 
speech. For this reason, the spelling of English words often does not match the pronunciation. In 
French and German, writing is sometimes adapted to pronunciation, removing extra letters or 
adopting new writing forms. 

Phonetic changes have also affected spelling in Uzbek. For example, the expression of some 
sounds changed during the transition from Arabic to Cyrillic and Latin scripts. Some words in the old 
Uzbek language have adapted to the current spelling. For example, the word "sheep" was gradually 
shortened to "sheep". Similarly, as a result of the change in pronunciation of some suffixes, their 
spelling also changed. Today, as a result of the development of technology and the popularity of 
social networks, the approach to written language is also changing. Many people use writing forms 
that are close to pronunciation in informal communication. This may also affect official spelling rules 
in the future. Historical phonetic changes and the development of spelling are closely related (Crystal, 
2019; 112). Changes in pronunciation affect the written language, leading to the emergence of new 
forms of writing. This process is ongoing and may lead to the formation of new spelling rules in the 
future. 

Conclusion 
Vocalism plays a major role in language development and changes as a result of society. The 

pronunciation of vowels changes as people move from one place to another, as technology and 
globalization change. This study shows how vocalism is related to society and highlights the 
importance of social factors in understanding phonetic change. People around the world communicate 
with each other, which affects their pronunciation. English is an international language of 
communication, and elements of English pronunciation are emerging in many languages. This is 
causing changes in vowels. It is important to study the changes in vocalism in more depth in the 
future. Vocalism is closely related to the development of society and plays an important role in the 
development of language. Under the influence of human migration, urbanization, mass media and 
globalization, the sound system of a language is changing. Especially since the inhabitants of large 
cities are in constant contact with people from different regions, their pronunciation is becoming 
standardized and dialectal differences are decreasing. The media, the Internet and technologies widely 
disseminate literary pronunciation and serve to standardize the sound system. 

The study shows that age, social status, level of education and bilingualism also significantly 
affect changes in vocalism. The younger generation adopts new pronunciation forms under the 
influence of mass culture, the speech of famous people and global languages. At the same time, 
bilingualism is an important factor in phonetic changes, and changes in the vowels of the native 
language are observed under the influence of a second language. As a result of the interaction of 
different languages, new elements appear in the phonetic system, while some old pronunciation forms 
disappear or undergo changes. 

As a result of migration and urbanization, vowels in the language system are gradually 
standardized. This leads to the disappearance or transformation of certain regional dialects. In the 
process of adaptation to the environment, people bring their speech closer to the standard form, which 
causes the natural evolution of the language. In addition, the role of education and the media is also 
great, and the rules of official and literary pronunciation are more quickly adopted by the younger 
generation. 

In the future, it will be important to study the changes in vocalism in more depth, especially the 
analysis of the impact of technology and social media. By studying these processes, it will be possible 
to better understand new stages of language development. In addition, special studies should be 
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conducted to preserve regional dialects and document phonetic changes. By deeply analyzing the 
trends in the change of vocalism, it will be possible to formulate new scientific approaches in the field 
of linguistics and monitor the natural development of the language. 

In conclusion, vocalism is constantly changing under the influence of society and technology. 
Migration, urban life, the media, and globalization have all had a major impact on this process. In the 
future, it will be important to analyse changes in vocalism in more depth and study new trends. This 
will help us better understand new stages in language development. 

 
References: 

1. Aitchison, J. (2013). Sound change: Progress or decay? Cambridge University Press. 
2. Aleshin, A. S., & Zinovieva, E. I. (2020). Stable expressions of comparative structure: 

Linguocognitive aspect (based on the material of the Russian and Swedish languages). RUDN Journal 
of Language Studies, Semiotics and Semantics, 11(1), 7–21. (In Russian). 

3. Blevins, J. (2004). Evolutionary phonology: The emergence of sound patterns. Cambridge 
University Press. 

4. Bybee, J. (2015). Language change. Cambridge University Press. 
5. Chambers, J.K. (2009). Sociolinguistic theory: Linguistic variation and its social 

significance (3rd ed.). Wiley-Blackwell. 
6. Chomsky, N. (2014). Aspects of the theory of syntax. MIT Press. 
7. Crystal, D. (2019). The Cambridge encyclopedia of the English language (3rd ed.). 

Cambridge University Press. 
8. Eckert, P. (2012). Three waves of variation study: The emergence of meaning in 

sociolinguistics. Annual Review of Anthropology, 41(1), 87–100. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-
anthro-092611-145828 

9. Gussenhoven, C., & Jacobs, H. (2017). Understanding phonology (4th ed.). Routledge. 
10. Hyman, L.M. (2008). Universals of tone rules: 30 years later. In J. Good (Ed.), 

Linguistic universals and language change (pp. 335–363). Oxford University Press. 
11. Labov, W. (2001). Principles of linguistic change: Social factors. Wiley-Blackwell. 
12. Ladefoged, P., & Johnson, K. (2014). A course in phonetics (7th ed.). Cengage 

Learning. 
13. Milroy, J., & Milroy, L. (1992). Social network and linguistic change. Oxford 

University Press. 
14. Ohala, J.J. (1993). The phonetics of sound change. In C. Jones (Ed.), Historical 

linguistics: Problems and perspectives (pp. 237–278). Longman. 
15. Trudgill, P. (2004). New-dialect formation: The inevitability of colonial Englishes. 

Oxford University Press. 
16. Van Coetsem, F. (2000). A general and unified theory of the transmission process in 

language contact. Winter. 
  

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-092611-145828
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-092611-145828

