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Annotation: This paper explores the representation of heroism and cultural identity in the Old
English epic Beowulf in comparison with other classical epic narratives, including The Iliad by
Homer and The Epic of Gilgamesh. By analyzing the heroic code, societal values, and mythological
structures, this study seeks to understand how these texts reflect the moral and cultural frameworks
of their respective societies. The research employs a comparative literary analysis to examine the
commonalities and divergences in the portrayal of heroism and communal ideals, revealing how epic
narratives function as vessels for preserving and transmitting cultural identity across generations.
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byxapckuii 2cocyoapcmeentulil neda2o2udeckuil UHCIMUmym

Annomayua: B oannou cmamve ucciedyemcs penpe3eHmayusi 2epousma U KyibmypHOU
udenmuuyHocmu 6 opesHeaneautickom snoce "beoeyrv" 6 cpasnenuu ¢ Opyeumu Kiaccuieckumu
anuyeckumu nogecmeosanuamu, exnovas "MUnuaoy"” I'omepa u "Onoc o T'unveamewe". Ananusupys
2epouyecKkutl KooeKkc, obwecmeeHuvle YeHHOCMU U Mughorocuieckue cmpyKkmypsl, OaHHOe
uccne008anue cmpemMumcs NOHAMb, KAk My MeKcmvl Ompaxicarom MopaibHule U KYIbMypHble
PAMKU C80UX COOMBEMCMEYIowWUx obwecms. B ucciredosanuu ucnonrvzyemcs cpasHumenbHblll
JUMEpamypHulil aHAIU3 O U3YYeHUs: OOWUX 4epm U paziuyutl 8 U300padceHuu 2epousma u
OOUWUHHBIX UOeAI08, BbIABIIASA, KAK INUYECKUe N0BeCMBOBAHUA (QYHKYUOHUPYIOM KAK cOCyObl O/
CoXpanenus u nepeoayu KyibmypHoU UOeHMUYHOCMU U3 NOKOJIeHUs 8 NOKOJIeHUe.

Knwuesvie cnosa: cepousm, mughonocus, smoc, KylbMypHas UOEHMUYHOCMb, INUYECKAs
qumepamypa, mugonozuyeckue cCmpykKmypul, TUMepamypHulil aHaIu3, oowecmeernbvlie YeHHOCmU,
2epouyecKull KOOexc.

Beovulf va boshqa epik an’analarda qahramonlik va madaniy o‘zlikni o‘rganish
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu magola qadimgi ingliz eposi "Beovulf'da, shuningdek, Homerning
"lliada"si va "Gilgamish dostoni" kabi boshqa mumtoz epik hikoyalarda qahramonlik va madaniy
o zlikning aks etishini o ‘rganadi. Qahramonlik kodeksi, jamiyat qadriyatlari va mifologik
tuzilmalarni tahlil qilish orqgali ushbu tadqgiqot ushbu matnlarning o ‘z jamiyatlarining axlogiy va
madaniy asoslarini qanday aks ettirishini tushunishga qaratilgan. Tadgiqotda qahramonlik va
Jjamoaviy ideallarning tasvirlanishida umumiy va farqli jihatlarni o ‘rganish uchun giyosiy adabiy
tahlildan foydalaniladi va epik hikoyalarning madaniy o zlikni saqlash va aviodlarga yetkazish
uchun ganday xizmat qilishini ochib beradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: qahramonlik, mifologiya, epos, madaniy o ‘zlik, epik adabiyot, mifologik
tuzilmalar, adabiy tahlil, jamiyat qadriyatlari, gahramonlik kodeksi.

Heroic and cultural identity is one of the central themes of literature, particularly epic works.
Since ancient times, humanity has expressed its values, beliefs and life ideals through its heroes.
"Beowulf" is a masterpiece of Old English literature, in which questions of heroism and cultural
identity are explored in depth.

Heroism is a manifestation of such qualities as courage, dedication, perseverance and
perseverance, which are highly valued by society. Heroes are individuals who are willing to risk their
lives in the interests of their people. In "Beowulf", the hero Beowulf seeks to protect humans from
evil creatures, restore justice, and perpetuate his own glory. Cultural identity is the sense of belonging
to a particular culture, respecting the history, language, traditions and values of its people. "Beowulf"
reflects the customs, values and beliefs of Old English (Anglo-Saxon) society. In the epic, such
qualities as courage, loyalty of Warriors, fidelity to the oath, hospitality and striving for glory are
highly valued[4].

The issues of heroism and cultural identity are explored in many other epic works besides
"Beowulf".

+ "[liada "(Homer): the ancient Greek epic"lliada" describes the courage, ambition for glory,
and struggle against fate of characters such as Achilles and Hector. The epic reflects the military
values of ancient Greek society, faith in the gods and the struggle of man before death.

* "Ramayana "(Valmiki): in The Hindu epic"Ramayana", the hero Rama is embodied as the
embodiment of Justice, devotion and devotion to duty. The epic promotes the moral values of Indian
society, the importance of family relationships, and the triumph of good over evil.

 "Shahnama "(Firdavsi): in the Persian epic"Shahnama", the hero Rustam appears as the
embodiment of Homeland protection, justice and valor. The epic reflects the history, traditions and
national pride of the Persian people.

* "Qobusnoma "(Kaykovus):" Qobusnoma", a vivid example of Central Asian Literature,
embodied the qualities, pandemics, etiquette inherent in a statesman, a commander, and an ordinary
person.

This study utilizes comparative literary analysis to examine the representation of heroism and
cultural identity in three epic narratives: the Old English Beowulf, Homer’s The Illiad, and The Epic
of Gilgamesh. The analysis focuses on three core aspects:
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The Heroic Code — an exploration of each protagonist’s character traits, motivations, and
behaviors in light of their cultural ideals of heroism.

Societal Values — an examination of the norms, communal expectations, and virtues highlighted
in the societies depicted within each epic.

Mythological Structures and Narrative Functions — an investigation into how myth, legend, and
divine interaction shape the heroic journeys and reflect the cosmologies of each culture.Texts were
read in scholarly translations and supported by secondary literature, including historical,
anthropological, and literary sources. Themes were identified through close reading and categorized
into shared motifs (e.g., glory, honor, fate, divine will) and culturally unique expressions of heroism
and identity[5].

Shared Heroic Archetypes: All three epics present a central heroic figure—Beowulf, Achilles,
and Gilgamesh—who embodies extraordinary strength, faces profound trials, and ultimately
confronts mortality. Despite cultural differences, each hero reflects a society’s idealized masculine
virtues.

Divergent Cultural Emphases:  Beowulf emphasizes loyalty, communal duty, and legacy,
reflecting the tribal kinship-based society of Anglo-Saxon England. The Iliad prioritizes individual
glory, honor, and the tension between personal desire and fate, characteristic of Ancient Greek heroic
culture. The Epic of Gilgamesh explores existential themes, friendship, and the quest for immortality,
mirroring Mesopotamian concerns with human limitation and divine order[2].

Cultural Identity Transmission: Each epic functions as a cultural repository, transmitting
values, moral lessons, and historical memory to future generations. The heroic narrative becomes a
vehicle for expressing and preserving cultural identity, particularly in oral and early literary traditions.

The representation of heroism and cultural identity in Beowulf, The Iliad, and The Epic of
Gilgamesh.

Axes:

e Honor/Glory

 Loyalty/Community

« Relationship with the Divine

o Mortality Awareness

e Quest for Immortality

e Warrior Ethos

Unique themes between the three epics.

e Shared Themes (center): Heroism, fate, mortality, divine influence

e Beowulf only: Christian-pagan blend, tribal loyalty

e [liad only: Greek honor code, wrath, kleos (glory)

e Gilgamesh only: Immortality quest, friendship as transformation

In an era where cultural identity is increasingly complex and globalized, revisiting epic
traditions reminds us of literature’s enduring power to bridge temporal, linguistic, and ideological
divides. The epics’ emphasis on memory, legacy, and the individual’s place within the community
continues to resonate, suggesting that while the world changes, the core themes of heroism and
cultural belonging remain central to the human story. The figure of the hero serves as a mirror for
society’s highest aspirations and deepest anxieties—whether through Beowulf’s sacrificial bravery,
Achilles’ internal struggle between rage and duty, or Gilgamesh’s existential reckoning with death
and immortality. These stories not only uphold traditional values but also challenge and reconfigure
them, offering insights into the human condition across time and space[3].

Through the comparative analysis of Beowulf, The Iliad, and The Epic of Gilgamesh, this paper
has shown that epic literature functions not only as entertainment but as a critical repository of cultural
identity. While each epic reflects the unique ethos of its originating culture—be it Anglo-Saxon
loyalty and courage, Greek honor and fate, or Mesopotamian existential reflection. They all articulate
a shared human desire for meaning, legacy, and transcendence. Understanding these works in
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dialogue allows modern readers to appreciate the enduring nature of heroic ideals and the role of
storytelling in preserving societal values. Furthermore, these narratives illuminate how heroism is
shaped by and responds to the cultural, spiritual, and historical needs of a community.

"Beowulf" and other epic traditions are an invaluable resource in the study of heroic and cultural
identity issues. These works reflect the visions, values and beliefs of different cultures about heroism.
By studying epic works, we better understand our past and learn lessons for the future. Their
importance does not take hold over the centuries, but also serves as a spiritual fodder for new
generations.

References:

1.George, A. (1999). The Epic of Gilgamesh: The Babylonian Epic Poem and Other Texts in
Akkadian and Sumerian. Penguin Classics.

2. Fulk, R.D., Bjork, R.E., & Niles, J.D. (2008). Klaeber’s Beowulf and the Fight at Finnsburg
(4th ed.). University of Toronto Press.

3. Knox, B. (1993). The Heroic Temper: Studies in Sophoclean Tragedy. University of
California Press.

4.Tolkien, J.R.R. (1936). “Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics.” Proceedings of the British
Academy, 22, 245-295.

5. West, M.L. (1997). The East Face of Helicon: West Asiatic Elements in Greek Poetry and
Myth. Oxford University Press.

713



