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Annotation In today’s digital era, the effective integration of modern technologies into English 

language teaching (ELT) is of critical importance. This article examines the key 

challenges encountered in the implementation of digital tools in ELT classrooms, such 

as insufficient technological preparedness of teachers, limited access to devices, 

resistance to change, and technical malfunctions. It also proposes strategies to 

overcome these obstacles, including professional development programs for teachers, 

promoting equal access to educational technologies, enhancing digital literacy, and 

providing continuous technical support. The findings of the study highlight the role of 

these strategies in successfully integrating digital technologies into ELT, thereby 

enriching the language learning experience and equipping students for participation 

in the global digital environment. 
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Аннотация В сегодняшнюю цифровую эпоху интеграция современных технологий в 

учебный процесс становится все более важной для эффективного 

преподавания английского языка. В этой статье будут проанализированы 

основные проблемы, с которыми сталкивается использование технологий в 

образовании на английском языке (ELT), включая недостаточную 

технологическую подготовку учителей, ограниченный доступ к техническим 

инструментам, сопротивление изменениям и технические сбои. Он также 

предлагает такие стратегии, как повышение квалификации учителей, 

создание равных возможностей в образовании, развитие цифровой 

грамотности и обеспечение постоянной технической поддержки для 

эффективного преодоления проблем. Результаты исследования показывают, 

что успешная интеграция технологий в классы ELT играет важную роль в 

обогащении языкового процесса учащихся и адаптации их к глобальной 

цифровой среде. 
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Annotatsiya  Bugungi raqamli asrda ingliz tilini samarali o‘qitish uchun zamonaviy 

texnologiyalarning dars jarayoniga integratsiyasi muhim ahamiyat kasb etmoqda. 

Ushbu maqolada ingliz tili ta’limida (ELT) texnologiyalarni qo‘llashda uchraydigan 

asosiy muammolar, jumladan, o‘qituvchilarning yetarli texnologik tayyorgarligi 

yo‘qligi, texnik vositalarga kirish imkoniyatining cheklanganligi, o‘zgarishlarga 

qarshilik va texnik nosozliklar tahlil qilinadi. Shuningdek, muammolarni samarali 

yengib o‘tish uchun o‘qituvchilar malakasini oshirish, ta’limda teng imkoniyatlarni 

yaratish, raqamli savodxonlikni rivojlantirish va doimiy texnik yordam ko‘rsatish kabi 

strategiyalar taklif etiladi. Tadqiqot natijalari texnologiyalarni ELT darslariga 

muvaffaqiyatli integratsiya qilish orqali o‘quvchilarning til o‘rganish jarayonini 

boyitish va ularni global raqamli muhitga moslashtirishda muhim o‘rin tutishini 

ko‘rsatadi. 

Kalit so’zlar Ingliz tili ta’limi, raqamli texnologiyalar, integratsiya, o‘qituvchi malakasi, texnik 

yordam, ta’lim islohotlari, raqamli savodxonlik, ta’limda tenglik, zamonaviy dars. 

Introduction 

In today's digital era, the incorporation of 
technology in education, particularly in English 
Language Teaching (ELT), has become both 
essential and inevitable. Technology offers a 
range of tools and resources that can 
significantly enrich the teaching and learning of 
English by making classes more engaging, 
interactive, and personalized (Dudeney & 
Hockly, 2007).  

From multimedia content to language 
learning applications and online collaboration 
platforms, technological advancements provide 
dynamic learning experiences. However, despite 

its promise, integrating technology into ELT also 
presents numerous challenges for educators. 
This article aims to explore these challenges and 
present strategies to overcome them, thereby 
ensuring the effective integration of digital tools 
in ELT classrooms. 

Literature Review 

The integration of technology in English 
Language Teaching (ELT) has been widely 
recognized for its potential to enhance learning 
outcomes by making lessons more engaging, 
interactive, and learner-centered (Dudeney & 
Hockly, 2007; Stanley, 2013).  
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Digital tools such as multimedia resources, 
language learning apps, and online 
communication platforms provide opportunities 
for authentic language exposure and learner 
autonomy (Peachey, 2018). However, numerous 
studies reveal that despite these benefits, 
effective technology integration faces persistent 
challenges. 

A central theme in the literature is the 
issue of access and equity. Warschauer and 
Matuchniak (2010) emphasize the “digital 
divide” as a major barrier where socioeconomic 
disparities limit students’ access to necessary 
devices and reliable internet. This gap 
undermines the goal of inclusive digital 
education, disproportionately affecting learners 
in rural or disadvantaged contexts. Similar 
findings are echoed by Lankshear and Knobel 
(2008), who argue that access alone is 
insufficient unless accompanied by effective 
support systems. 

Teacher readiness emerges as another 
critical factor. Many teachers lack adequate 
professional development to build digital 
competencies and integrate technology 
pedagogically rather than as a mere add-on 
(Hockly & Dudeney, 2013; Prensky, 2010). 
According to Ertmer (1999), “first-order barriers” 
such as lack of resources and “second-order 
barriers” like teachers’ beliefs and attitudes both 
impede adoption. Professional development 
programs that combine technical training with 
pedagogical strategies are necessary to address 
these issues (Stanley, 2013). 

Resistance to change remains a significant 
challenge in both teachers and students. 
Teachers may feel threatened by new 
technologies or doubt their effectiveness 

compared to traditional methods (Ertmer & 
Ottenbreit-Leftwich, 2010). Likewise, students’ 
digital literacy varies widely; while some are 
digital natives comfortable with technology, 
others may struggle, which affects engagement 
and learning outcomes (Prensky, 2010). 

Technical challenges, including software 
glitches, hardware failures, and insufficient 
technical support, are frequently cited in 
empirical research as practical obstacles that 
disrupt lessons and reduce teacher confidence 
(Dudeney & Hockly, 2007). These issues 
highlight the need for robust infrastructure and 
responsive IT support within educational 
institutions.  

Finally, curriculum design and assessment 
pose additional barriers. Many existing ELT 
curricula are rigid and do not provide guidelines 
on how to integrate technology meaningfully 
(Hockly & Clandfield, 2010). Assessments are 
often not aligned with technology-based 
learning activities, complicating the 
measurement of language proficiency gained 
through digital means (Lankshear & Knobel, 
2008). 

Overall, the literature underscores a 
complex interplay of technological, pedagogical, 
institutional, and socio-cultural factors that 
influence the successful implementation of 
technology in ELT. Addressing these 
multifaceted challenges requires a 
comprehensive approach involving policy 
support, teacher training, infrastructural 
investment, and ongoing research. 

Obstacles in implementing technology 

in English Language Teaching (ELT)  
Implementing technology in English 

Language Teaching (ELT) presents a range of 
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challenges that can hinder its effective 
integration into classroom instruction. One of 
the primary obstacles is the lack of access to 
digital tools and stable internet connections, 
especially in under-resourced educational 
settings. This digital divide creates inequalities 
among students and restricts their opportunities 
for digital learning. Another major challenge is 
insufficient teacher training.  

Many educators lack the digital literacy 
skills or pedagogical knowledge necessary to 
use educational technologies effectively, which 
can result in superficial or ineffective application 
of tools in language lessons (Dudeney & Hockly, 
2007; Stanley, 2013).  

In addition, resistance to change among 
both teachers and students often impedes the 
adoption of technology. Educators accustomed 
to traditional teaching methods may feel 
overwhelmed or skeptical about digital tools, 
while students may be unfamiliar with tech-
based learning environments or lack the 
motivation to adapt.  

Technical issues such as unreliable 
software, malfunctioning hardware, or 
inadequate technical support can further disrupt 
lessons, reducing teachers’ confidence in using 
technology. Furthermore, the rigid nature of 
existing curricula often does not allow room for 
flexible integration of new tools, and 
assessments are frequently misaligned with 
digital tasks, making it difficult to evaluate 
language proficiency accurately in tech-
enhanced contexts (Prensky, 2010; Hockly & 
Dudeney, 2013).  

Finally, cultural and linguistic barriers in 
digital content—when not appropriately 
localized—can reduce the relevance and 

engagement for diverse learners. These 
multifaceted challenges highlight the 
importance of strategic planning, training, and 
support to ensure that the potential of 
technology in ELT is fully realized. 

Strategies for overcoming challenges 
To effectively overcome the challenges of 

integrating technology in English Language 
Teaching (ELT), a comprehensive and multi-
dimensional approach is necessary. Providing 
ongoing professional development is crucial, as 
it equips teachers with the technical skills and 
pedagogical knowledge needed to use digital 
tools effectively.  

Training should be hands-on and 
specifically tailored to ELT contexts, helping 
educators build confidence and apply 
technology meaningfully in their lessons. Peer 
collaboration and mentoring further enhance 
this process by creating opportunities for 
experienced teachers to share best practices, 
provide feedback, and support one another.  

Establishing communities of practice or 
professional learning networks offers a platform 
for educators to exchange ideas, share 
resources, and collectively address challenges. 
Equally important is ensuring equity in access to 
technology, where schools provide devices, 
reliable internet connections, or offline 
alternatives to bridge the digital divide and 
ensure all students can benefit from 
technological integration. Promoting a growth 
mindset among teachers and learners 
encourages openness to change and resilience 
in adopting new tools, emphasizing the long-
term benefits of technology-enhanced learning.  

Robust technical support is also essential 
to minimize disruptions caused by hardware or 
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software issues, allowing teachers to focus on 
instruction rather than troubleshooting. 
Furthermore, aligning technology integration 
with curriculum goals and assessment methods 
helps create coherence in teaching practices 
and evaluation.  

Finally, selecting culturally and 
linguistically relevant digital materials increases 
learner engagement and effectiveness. By 
combining professional development, 
collaborative support, equitable access, positive 
attitudes, technical assistance, and thoughtful 
curriculum alignment, educators can 
successfully implement technology in ELT 
classrooms, ultimately enriching the learning 
experience and improving language acquisition 
outcomes in today’s digital age.  

Conclusion 

Despite the challenges, integrating 
technology in ELT classes can offer numerous 
benefits, such as personalized learning 
experiences, increased engagement, and 
improved language proficiency. By addressing 
training needs, promoting equity in access, 
fostering a growth mindset, and providing 
technical support, educators can overcome 
obstacles and harness the full potential of 
technology for language teaching and learning. 
By implementing these strategies, teachers can 
create dynamic and interactive ELT classes that 
leverage technology to enhance language 
acquisition and prepare students for success in 
a digital world. 
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